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Prayer for the Journey 

       Our lives are a journey, and the road goes ever on.  It’s a road that began with our birth, that winds its way 

through meadows and mountains, that crosses rivers and canyons. 

       For the bread that has sustained us on our journey, and for the guides who have led us, we offer thanks and 

praise, O God. 

       We pray for those whose journey ends mere moments after it has begun. 

       We pray for those who do not have the strength to travel on. 

       We pray for those whose path seems continually to wind back upon itself, spiraling through  poverty, pain, 

prison of soul or mind or body, and for those whose path coils with malice until joy and power and life itself are 

crushed out. 

       In the landscape of your abounding love, we know there are paths leading into tomorrows yet unfathomed.  

There are days ahead when all your children shall walk upon a green and fruitful earth, unafraid  of war, unbeset 

by want, untroubled by pain or loneliness, selfishness or uselessness; 

       Help us to shape such a world. 

       Let our paths not be narrow and self-preoccupied. 

       Let us build broad highways, where all may walk together in beauty, tending the gardens along the way. 

       As we journey on through pleasure and pain, commitment and betrayal, keep us mindful that we do not walk 

alone; 

       That you are Presence in our midst; that in Jesus of Nazareth you came and shared our common lot; that you 

walk beside us and dance ahead of us into the future. 

       Deliver us, we pray from the mire of grudges and regrets.  We yearn to break away from all that, to come 

running to your open arms, to your arms that are spread wide with mercy and acceptance. 

       All these things we pray in the name of Jesus, whose story brings life to a dying world, hope to a despairing 

people, justice and love to a realm of strife.  Amen. 

 

-From Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, a litany in the closing worship of the WNCC 2015 Annual Con-

ference  
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M issions Ministry 

By the O.O.C. 

Prayer List 

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Rollin Channell, Eddie Goodman, Steve Ferguson, James Moser, Charles Riddle, Melva 

Davis, Kevin Neuberth,  Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister), Luther Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother), Ronald and Robert 

Eaton (Carol Manser’s sons), Christopher Stafford (Carol Manser’s grandson), Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), 

Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s sister) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley, Bill Dunlap, Ervin Hamilton, Buckey Henton, Diana Starnes,  Mary Pressley (Georgia Coyle’s 

sister)  Gwen Hurst, Wayne and Dwight Hurst (Mildred Hurst’s sons), Jerry Kirkman (Diana’s friend),  Thomas Knight 

(Denise’s friend), Ann Tidwell, Karen Helms 

Homebound: Vivian Chaney, Carol Manser, Edna Rushing, Robert Troy, John Linker (DeeDee Baker’s father) 

Nursing Homes: Ruth Benshoof (Brian Center), Faye McCord (Carillon Assisted Living), Mildred Rushing (Meadowview 

Terrace) 

College Students: Matthew Ashcraft (NC State); Candace Allison &  Jonathan Helms Brown (UNCC) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Davi Trotti, African Mercy Ship; Rev. Macklann Basse, Togo, 

West Africa 

Praise, Joys & Blessings: Diana Starnes finished with chemo.  Arrival of Reverend Lue and Mrs. Vang 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Gleaning Ministry—We have had no gleaning missions through 20 June 2015.  During the 2014 gleaning season, our first 

mission came on 20 June 2014, so, I expect that our work will start soon. I am sure that you may have noticed that our weather 

has been slightly warmer and drier compared to this time last year.  No need for concern, our farmers will call as soon as daily 

inventory exceeds their customer need. 

 

Loaves and Fishes—Our church has provided 20 items of food to Loaves and Fishes for the months of May and June 2015.  

The requested item for June 2015 was one tin of canned meat (Spam, Treet, etc.).  The requested item for July 2015 is (3) 16 

oz. packages of dried beans.  As always, substitutions are welcome. 

 

Community Garden—Our Community Garden continues to survive in spite of very harsh weather conditions (upper 90 degree 

+ temps with very little rain).  Plans are currently under consideration to install a water source on site at the garden, and that 

would be as “They say”, a real game changer.  I will keep you informed.  I truly thank you for your prayers. 

 

Missions Ministry—I pray that you will consider making a donation to our Missions Ministry. Our Annual Thanksgiving Din-

ner will be coming in November, which this year just happens to be on the OOC’s birthday.  How old is that “Old Coot”?  Just 

one year older than he was last year.  Thank you for your support. 
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L ay Leader Letter               

From your Lay Leader… 
 

 This month we welcome our newly appointed minister, Rev. CherLue Vang (he prefers 

to be called “Lue”) and his wife, Mang, and begin a new chapter in the story of Wingate UMC 

as we work together in our mission to follow Jesus, make disciples, and transform the world. 

The good relationships we form now, not only with our new pastor, but also with Smyrna 

UMC, as we partner and share in the newly formed Smyrna-Wingate Charge, will have a last-

ing effect on how well we are able to do God’s work in our communities. 

    We can expect great things from all involved, because though change can be hard to do, 

I am sure that the Lord has led us to these new relationships, by virtue of the prayer involved  

from the Bishop all the way down to the local Pastor Parish Relations Committees, and by the 

fact that those who truly seek God’s guidance will never be disappointed. 

   While we have great expectations, we must remember not to be too unrealistic with 

them. A humorous list, supposedly prepared by congregations about the “perfect pastor” in-

cludes items like: He preaches exactly 10 minutes, condemns sin roundly but never hurts any-

one’s feelings; He is 29 years old and has 40 years experience; he makes 15 home visits a day 

and is always in his office to be handy when needed.  I wonder if ministers have ever come up 

with an equally outlandish list of what a “perfect congregation” should do. 

   Pastor Lue comes to us with a unique perspective based on the background of both his 

life and faith journey.  Some of this he has already shared with the PPR members and church 

leaders. Culturally, he is of the Hmong peoples who live in the mountainous regions of Cambo-

dia, Laos and Vietnam.  His own father died before he was born in Laos, and when his mother 

remarried it was to a Christian man who helped start him on the path that has led him here.  Be-

cause the Hmong befriended and helped U.S. soldiers during the Vietnam War, those peoples 

suffered persecution after its end. So Lue and his family came to the United States as a part of a 

refugee group sponsored here by a Lutheran church in Illinois.  His history with The United 

Methodist Church began in 1979 with his Pastoral Certification, and he transferred from the 

Northern New Jersey Conference to the Western North Carolina Conference in 1992. Since 

then he has served both multi-church charges, and single churches, as well as spending three 

years in Thailand as a GBGM Missionary.  He and wife Mang had five sons, one of whom 

passed into Heaven in 2010.  The other four are grown and live in many parts of the country. 

   The biography I just offered is miniscule, and I suspect that many of you are as eager as 

I am to learn more from Pastor Lue himself.  He will reveal more of himself, as we will reveal 

ourselves to him, in the same way that Jesus and the twelve disciples did –by journeying with 

faith together, and doing the work of spreading God’s love in this world.  Since this has been 

prayerfully arranged by the Lord, we should be expect nothing less than His great blessings on 

all. 

                                                                                              — Susan Hendrix 
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2015 Annual Conference 

 I feel very privileged to have represented our church family at Annual Conference this year.  Lake Ju-

naluska was so very beautiful and I enjoyed every moment I spent there!  

 This was the year for voting for delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. This was the first 

year electronic devices were used to vote and it was very impressive how organized the procedures were estab-

lished by Bishop Goodpaster and his collective team. We elected 10 clergy and 10 laity to General Conference. 

We elected 10 clergy and 10 laity to Jurisdictional Conference. We also elected 4 clergy and 4 laity as alternate 

reserves giving a total of 24 clergy and 24 laity delegates elected. We also voted and approved on the 2016 

Budget for WNCC and several Petitions. 

 The petitions that are of important note are Petition 20 (Just Save One HIV and Aids) Global Health 

Initiative, Petition 21 (Promote Healthy Conversations) , and Petition 22 ( Parsonage Home Inspections For 

Pastoral Transitions) all were adopted. Petition 23 (Removal of Language Found in #161 in the Book of Disci-

pline) was not adopted. This Petition was the most controversial subject brought to the vote. This Petition 

asked that the portion of the statement in #161Fof the 2012 Book of Discipline that included the statement 

“The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice in-

compatible with Christian teaching...” be removed from the Book of Discipline. The vote was taken by physi-

cal count of delegates in attendance and after counting twice it was determined the vote had established a no 

vote and was NOT adopted. 

 If you want specific details about the budget or the petitions voted on you can visit the WNCC website 

for more information.  

 Beyond the voting there was some thought provoking dialogues, absolutely beautiful music every day, 

and some AWESOME sermons! If you are ever presented with the opportunity to go to Annual Conference at 

Lake Junaluska you should definitely jump on board for an inspirational few days where God will bless you 

abundantly! Thank you WUMC family for allowing me to have this experience. 

        Denise Henton 

N otes From All Over               

                                                   Vacation Bible School Meeting 

   All those who will be serving in  our “Outback Rock” Vacation Bible School are 

asked to attend a meeting on July 26th, following worship.  This 

meeting will be to finalize preparations before the one-day VBS, 

scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 1.  Set-up for the event will be Fri-

day, July 31st.  Contact Denise Henton for more information. 
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N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Covered Dish Welcome Dinner 

   Just so there will be no fussing over who gets to treat our new pastor and his wife to Sunday Dinner first, 

we’re all going to do it together.  Please bring a food favorite of your family to share with Pastor Lue and 

his wife Mang following worship on July 12th, in the Fellowship Hall.  We will have welcomed our pastor 

“officially” during the service that morning, but the meal will allow a time for us to begin to get to know 

each other through the special fellowship that occurs when we “break bread” together 

. 

Administrative Council Meets July 19th 

   The Administrative Council of Wingate UMC will meet following worship on July 19th in the Fellow-

ship Hall. A light luncheon will be served.  All Committee and Ministry chairpersons should plan to attend 

and provide a brief report about the status of your team’s activities to help familiarize Pastor Lue Vang 

with our current standings. 

   Anyone may attend an Administrative Council meeting, though only Council members are allowed to 

vote on business presented there. 

 

Uwharrie District UMW “Walk for Mission” 

   On Saturday, July 11th, the Uwharrie District United Methodist Women will hold the last of the 2015 

Annual “Walk for Mission” events at Monroe Crossing Mall in Union County.  These walks raise money 

specifically for UMW missions, and works the same way most fundraising walks do.  You may sponsor a 

walker by donating money for her to actually “walk”,  or you may ask for donations to fund your own par-

ticipation in the event. 

   Walkers should meet near the center court of the mall by 9 am to register and record your contributions, 

and then all the actual walking is done in air-conditioned comfort, making eight loops (or as many as you 

can manage) inside the mall. 

   Please contact Susan Hendrix for more information, or if you’d like to sponsor a walker or be a partici-

pating walker. 

 

United Methodist Women’s Group 

   The third Wingate UMW quarterly meeting of 2015 will be held following worship on Sunday Sept. 

13th.  All women are invited to a light luncheon and discussion of UMW events and missions. At this 

meeting, the nominating committee will report on the unit’s leadership slate for 2016. 
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N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Mobile Food Pantry Missions 

 

  The Uwharrie District Missional Connection Network that includes Wingate UMC helps 

provide for a Mobile Food Pantry that feeds 250+ families with a couple boxes of grocer-

ies each month.  This is possible through a partnership with churches of several denomina-

tions, the Anson Crisis Ministry, and volunteer servants who work the first Wednesday of 

each month to make this happen. 

   The Food Pantry truck, from Second Harvest, costs $300 a month to supply and operate, 

for which our church only pays a $120 share each year.  That is partially in thanks to an 

anonymous donor from Austin Grove Baptist Church who offered to completely pay 6 

months worth of truck costs for this year, and again for next year. 

   If you would be willing to serve by helping with the distributions, here is a schedule of 

dates and places for those for the rest of 2015: 

 

     Wed., August 5          Wingate Baptist (UNION) 

                                        109 w. Elm St. Wingate, NC 

 

     Wed., Sept. 2              Ansonville UMC (ANSON) 

                                        525 Main St. Ansonville, NC 

                                        CHS Health Unit Available 

 

     Wed., October 7         Austin Grove Baptist (UNION) 

                                        5919 Austin Grove Ch Rd, Marshville, NC 

 

     Wed., Nov. 4              Peachland UMC (ANSON) 

                                        19 Allen St, Peachland, NC 

                                        CHS Health Unit Available 

 

     Wed., Dec. 2              Mt. Beulah Baptist Church (ANSON) 

                                        3373 Country Club Rd, Wadesboro, NC 

 

   Flyers with the income guidelines for folks eligible for the distributions are available 

from Pastor Lue, Ervin Hamilton, or Susan Hendrix. 
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Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 July Donations Requested:  

Three 16oz. Packages of Dried Beans 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         United Methodist Women’s Group  

   The third Wingate UMW quarterly meeting of 2015 will be held following worship 

on Sunday September 13th.  All women are invited to a light luncheon, and discus-

sion of upcoming UMW events.  

The Wingate UM Men will now be meeting for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth 

Sunday, at 8:00am.  Their next meeting will be on July 26th. 

N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Wanted: Cooks for 2015 Fellowship Meals 

   Family Ministries is looking for those interested in being head cooks for our Wednesday Night Fellowship meals in 

2015.  Chairperson Leslie Ashcraft says that some folks would like to have more than one Fellowship Meal a month, 

and so if enough cooks are available, or some cooks are willing to cook more than once a year, we could have the 

meals not only on 2nd Wednesdays, but also on 4th Wednesdays of each month, except December.  

   To help assist in your consideration,  here’s a list of both 2nd and 4th  Wednesdays through Nov. 2015, along with 

the volunteer cooks and dates already filled.  If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Leslie with the date (s) you’ve 

chosen.  There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board above the drinking fountain in the Fellowship Hall. 

July 8  Diana Starnes  ___________  July 22__________________________ 

Aug. 12_______________________  Aug. 26_Susan Hendrix____________ 

Sept. 9 _______________________   Sept. 23__________________________ 

Oct. 14________________________  Oct. 28__________________________ 

Nov. 11________________________  Nov. 25 Community Thanksgiving Meal 

Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat 

Byrum by the Friday prior to the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in 

honor or memory of a person or event please inform Pat at that time so that proper 

notation can be made in the bulletin. 
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Y our Methodist History 
 

 

 

Richard Allen and the African Methodist Episcopal Church 

In light of the tragedy that occurred at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 

Church a couple of weeks ago, I thought it would be appropriate to learn a little 

more about our sister church. The United Methodist Church and the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church have a common foundation, sharing both Wesleyan 

theology and full communion. They also trace their beginnings back to the first 

general conference in 1784. Richard Allen, one of two black men present, quali-

fied as a minister in the newly named Methodist Episcopal Church.   

Allen was born into slavery on Feb 14, 176, in Delaware. His entire family was 

sold to Stokeley Sturgis, who later sold part of the family leaving Richard with a 

brother and sister on Sturgis's plantation. Together they began to attend the local Methodist Society. Richard taught 

himself to read and write and, by the age of 17, he joined the Methodists and began actively evangelizing. During this 

time, Richard was able to save money and, by 1780, bought his freedom and took the name Richard Allen. 

Although Allen's gifts were recognized, he was not given the same rights and privileges of white preachers. He and 

Harry Hosier, the other black attendee at the conference, were not allowed to vote and were restricted to preaching at 5 

AM to mostly black congregants. When Allen moved to Philadelphia and became a preacher at St. George's Methodist 

Episcopal Church, he was also relegated to early morning services. 

In addition to the early services, Allen frequently preached on the commons near the church and the number of his fol-

lowers began to grow. In response, the church designated a separate area for worship for black members. Opposed to 

this segregation, Allen and Absalom Jones, another Methodist preacher, left St. George's congregation with many of its 

black members and formed the Free African Society: a non-denominational mutual aid society that helped fugitive 

slaves and new migrants to the city. 

Eventually, the members of the FAS decided to associate with specific denominations. Many went with Absalom Jones 

to the Episcopal Church where Jones was ordained a deacon and in 1804 became the first black man ordained in the 

United States as an Episcopal priest. Allen and others who wanted to continue in the Methodist tradition founded the 

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church on July 29, 1794. 

Still affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal Church, Allen and his congregation continued to face discrimination as 

well as being dependent on visiting white ministers for communion. In 1799, Francis Asbury ordained Allen as the first 

black Methodist minister solving the problem of communion for his congregation, but other AME churches had been 

organized and the desire for independence grew. In 1816, Richard Allen united four congregations from Philadelphia, 

New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland to form the independent denomination of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church. On April 10, 1816, Allen was elected the denomination’s first bishop. 

The AME Church now has over 7 million members and is open to people of all ethnicities, origins, and nationalities. 

The Church motto is "God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, the Holy Spirit Our Comforter, Humankind Our Family.” 

         —Susan Ozmore   
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Views From A Loft (The Choir Loft) 

By Kurt Hendrix 

July 2015 

 Part of my years of growing up were spent on  our family farm.  And on our farm, we had a horse.  This was not 

a great, powerful draft horse that could have been used to help make things easier for those of us who labored on our 

“low energy” farm (a misnomer — the work has to get done without regard to what entity has to do it, so the energy lev-

el remains even).  Nor was this a fast horse which might be entered in races that could help in family finances.  This was 

a quarter horse, bought primarily to please my sister who loved horses, and her name was Jo. 

 If you have never had much experience with quarter horses, let me give you a quick primer.  They came about 

during the  17th century as a result of cross-breeding between English thoroughbred horses brought to America and na-

tive American horses developed from Spanish stock left in America by early Spanish expeditions.  They tend to be short, 

heavily muscled, and very intelligent.  They also have the capability of defying the laws of physics — they can do things 

that a four-legged, 800 pound animal just shouldn’t be able to do.  For instance, they can accelerate from zero to fifty-

five miles per hour in a quarter mile (where they get their name) — faster than any other type of horse.  They can also do 

this one-hop-then-plant-all-four-of-your-legs-like-tree-stumps trick that can take you from fifty-five back to zero in one 

horse length.  Additionally, they can plant one foot and pivot ninety degrees in either direction from  a dead gallop.  All 

of these maneuvers are important to the horse’s primary work of herding other animals but can be unsettling (or more 

likely, unseating,) to the rider who is unsure about what the horse is planning.  Trust me, they do plan and they can 

count. 

 Jo, for instance, was  seven or eight years old when we got her. She liked women and children.  We know she 

could count because of her behavior when we had an extended-family cook-out or something at our house.  At some 

point, some of the children would clamor to ride the horse.  Jo knew her job and would be waiting in the paddock to be 

saddled.  At this point, she counted all the women and children in the queue.  Then she would allow each woman or child 

to clamber up into the saddle and give them a gentle ride around the pasture.  She knew her business so well, that even 

small or inexperienced riders could hold the reins themselves rather than be led by someone else.  Jo knew where to go 

and how to go to keep the rider on her back.  Every woman and child had a great time.  The trouble only came at the end 

of the session or if a man tried to ride.  As I said, Jo had counted the women and children in the beginning.  When all of 

them had received their ride around the pasture, she believed her job was done.  Now it was time for her to be unsaddled, 

rubbed-down, given her apple or sugar cube, and released back to the pasture.  The woman or child who wanted a second 

circuit or the man who wanted to ride even once had better know how to stay in the saddle.  Jo would employ all her 

quarter horse ways to unhorse the unwanted rider — sudden take-offs with extreme acceleration, preferably if you’d only 

just put your foot in the stirrup and were still hanging off the side; sudden stops; sudden turns.  If these all failed, she 

would go to Plan B.  She had carefully measured the heights of all the lower-hanging branches of every tree in the pas-

ture (really, I saw her doing it once).  She would choose the branch best capable of clearing her saddle without making 

her duck her head excessively; then run right under it, sweeping the rider off.  If Plan B failed, Plan C was the roll-over 

— she’d slowly lay down and roll over.  The rider had the choice of getting off or getting squished.  If all of these plans 

failed, she would figure the rider knew his/her stuff and, finally, get on with the ride. 

 I tell you all of these things because it sometimes seems to me that we Christians are a lot like Jo.  We’re willing 

to do the work of God on Earth — but only so far.  We’ve defined for ourselves what it means to be a Christian — creat-

ed our own job description, so to speak — and we are unwilling to go beyond that.  We decide when we’ve done enough, 

given enough, had enough.  We might tell ourselves that we are unable to do more, but we don’t actually know.  We all 

have heard of amazing things that men and women of faith have done, but we’re sure that those were special, “called” 

people.  They’re certainly not us, we ordinary folk.  So, like Jo, we employ all manner of stratagems  to stay in our com-

fort zones and avoid what God wants of us.  However, like Jonah, we may find that, try as we might to resist His will, in 

the end all will be better served (ourselves included) if we be about our Father’s business.  Let’s just get on with the ride. 
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Candace Allison — July 2nd 

Vivian Chaney — July 3rd 

Conner Ashcraft — July 3rd 

Chasity Henton — July 4th 

Tanya Johnson — July 7th 

Edna Rushing — July 11th 

Trevor Clements — July 12th 

John Linker — July 12th 

Verma Johnson — July 14th 

Charles Bentley — July 18th 

Steve Ferguson — July 18th 

Laura Epperson — July 27th 

Becky Lewallen — July 30th 


