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Pastor’s  Reflections 

Church Membership Is Important! 
 

 When we grow to understand our need for a savior and give our life to the Christ who 
has given his life for us we JOIN a family of believers.  God sent Jesus to gather the human 
race together and transform them into servant leaders.  God sent Jesus, as scripture tells us, "to 
draw all persons" to the Creator.  God created us for a relationship, sin splintered that relation-
ship, and Jesus was God's way of restoring us into a right relationship.  That restoration means 
a recovery of our original purpose--that of working on behalf of the Creator to create and en-
sure wholeness throughout all creation. 
 We were created as "connected" human beings.  We were created to be wonderfully 
connected to God and one another.  And, as we recover our "original" design through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus we recover that connectedness.  We are family.  We are a working 
family. 
 When a person "joins" a church we are basically saying, "I understand I am a part of 
you and you are part of me!"  We are saying, "I choose to join with you so together we can 
work for God's kingdom to become a reality here and now."  Membership in a church is not a 
statistical event, it is a life event.  Membership in a church in not simply something we "do."  
Members are "who we are" due to our relationship with God and Jesus the Christ. 
 So, what does this mean?  A couple of things:   
 1) If you are attending and have basically chosen Smyrna or Wingate UMC as your 
church home, then we need to formalize that membership.  You need to say to those around 
you, "I join with you in serving Christ in the world."   You need to say, by joining, "You can 
count on me and I am counting on you!"  
 2)  Membership also reminds us we are enjoined to Christ and one another for a pur- 
pose.  We are a working body.  We worship---and more!  We pray---and more!  We give---and 
more!  The more---is making ourselves, our personal skills and energy available to the entire 
body of believers .   
 Are you already a member of Smyrna or Wingate UMC--Praise God!  Use your energy, 
time, talents and gifts to make a difference here, in the church, community and world. 
 Not a member yet?  Then, come on down on a Sunday morning at the end of the service 
or tell Pastor Tracy you are ready.  Let others know you have chosen to work alongside of 
them.  I hope and pray you will consider joining Smyrna or Wingate UMC! 
 
Peace, Tracy 
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Half Truths Series & Pentecost 
Resources from the book "Half Truths" by Adam Hamilton & The UM Church of the Resurrection 

 
 

 
JUNE 4th 
Day of Pentecost 
John 7:37-39 
Flowing into the World 
 
JUNE 11th 
1st Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 23:12-14 
God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It 
 
JUNE 18th 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Father's Day 
Matthew 7:1-5 
Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin 
 
JUNE 25th 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Western NC Conference at Lake Junaluska  
Jerry Keller preaching at Smyrna UMC 
Linda Ferguson preaching at Wingate UMC 

 
Kid's Connection 

Happy laughter and running footsteps 
are joyous sounds in worship!  We wel-
come children in worship!  Look for chil-
dren's worship bulletins during both the 
Awakening and Half Truths series.   



3 

Group Study 
"Half Truths" by Adam Hamilton  

Wednesdays at 12 pm 
May 10th-June 14th 

Fellowship Hall at Wingate UMC 
Bring Your Own Lunch 

GPS 
Resources from The UM Church of Resurrection 

Opportunity to Grow closer to God.  Setting aside 
time to Pray and Study.  Deepening faith and 
connection to worship on Sunday.   
 
Mondays, during the Half Truths series, you'll re-
ceive a GPS guide by email.  GPS with family at a 
meal, a friend over coffee, alone in quiet time, 
waiting for an appointment, anywhere and with an-
yone!  Contact Tracy, tlschumpert@gmail.com, if 
you wish to receive GPS and other informative 
church emails. 

 

June 13th — Read any book about Queen Victoria 

and share interesting facts or great reads with the 

Book Club! 

July 11th — The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

The Book Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month 

at 7:00pm at the Parsonage (109 Hinson Street).   

Everyone  Welcome! 

mailto:tlschumpert@gmail.com
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Donations Fund Two Youth Events 

The three youth from Wingate UMC who are already confirmed to attend Annual Conference at 

Lake Junaluska June 22-25, have also been registered to attend a Lake Junaluska Youth event at 

the same time.  Denise Henton, our Children & Youth Ministry Chair, took advantage of the 

opportunity for the extra event to insure that our youth will be able to participate in programs 

geared for ages 6th-12th grade.  

Since lodging has already been secured to attend Annual Conference, the youth needed only to 

register for the activities and programs portion of the youth event, which includes a mission 

project, and contemporary worship services with live bands and guest speakers led by a team of 

college students.  Their registration in the youth event also allows them use of the aquatic facili-

ties for free time, and the possibility of participating in hiking, rafting,  zip line and other activi-

ties as their personal funds permit. 

“I believe this is more cost effective and allows the youth to participate in both conference and 

youth activities by dividing the time to both events. It is my hope that these girls will learn a lot 

about how the church connects across the communities beyond just our local church here in 

Wingate, and may be encouraged to be active in their faith as they connect with others and 

grow as individuals in Christ,” says Denise. 

Cost for the three days of youth events is $110 per person, or $440 for the three girls and Den-

ise as chaperone.  Most of this expense, as well as the expense for the lodging, has been cov-

ered by contributions to the WUMC Youth, but donations are still being accepted to offer full 

coverage for meals and travel.  Any gifts may be made to Wingate UMC, noted for youth 

funds. 

“To this goal, I thank the congregation for their past, present, and continuing support,” says 

Denise. “If all funds are not used at this 2017 event, any leftover funds will be returned to the 

Youth and Children Ministry to provide a continuing fund for youth and children events.” 

C4C Training June 3 

A Uwharrie District C4C (Congregations 4 Children) Training will be held on Saturday, June 3 

from 10 am to 3 pm at New London UMC.  This event is to educate those interested in con-

necting with children in their communities about the programs and priorities of C4C.  These 

are: poverty awareness/advocacy; basic needs; K-3 literacy; and family engagement. Participat-

ing congregations are eligible for $1000 grants for C4C activities. Visit the Uwharrie District 

website to register, or contact Susan Hendrix if you would like to attend. 

Coming In August 

The 5th, that Is!!! 
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Thank You 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

   To the ones that touched the fidget quilt with love and faith, to the ones who make this with love, we thank you 

for your prayers and love!  Our hearts know your loving spirit, cares and the love of our Lord. May he bless all 

of you! 

Sweet blessings,  

Steve and Carol 

Pastor’s Vacation 

After worship services on June 4, Pastor Tracy will be taking vacation to visit her parents and her ENT doctor. 

Until she returns in time for worship services on June 11,  Rev. Davi Trotti will be on call for emergencies.  She 

may be reached at: 704-690-3554. Please remember you may also contact your Shepherd with any concerns or 

prayer requests.  If you don’t know who your Shepherd is, contact Head Shepherd Diana Starnes. 

The trucks are rolling! 

And we’ve got shade trees!! 

Mobile Food Pantry, Wingate United Methodist Church, July 5th 

Open Hearts Worship Returns at New Time 

Wingate UMC”s  2nd Sunday  Open Hearts Worship will return in June (the 11th) at a new time—1:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.  There will be a Pot Luck Fellowship meal as usual following the traditional 11 am service. 

Based on feedback from surveys of the congregation earlier this year, the Worship Committee is trying out this 

additional alternative service on 2nd Sundays, while keeping the meal as a connection between the two gather-

ings.  The new Open Hearts service will be simple and informal, and will incorporate the technology of our 

modern age as well as child-friendly elements and areas. As a truly “open” service, expectations are that this will 

evolve as we go, influenced as God’s spirit directs. 
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P astor’s Notes 

                   
More Than Money 

 
    A story is told of a pastor who answers a knock at the study door to find the church treasurer 
holding a check.  “I’ve got a little problem,“ the treasurer said.  “I have a check for five hun-
dred dollars.”  The pastor commented that she could live with a few more problems of this sort.  
“No,” insisted the treasurer.  “Look at it.”  The pastor took the check and read across the top 
line:  “Pay to the order of GOD.”  When she raised her eyes, the treasurer asked, “Who’s going 
to endorse THAT?”  According to legend, the pastor handed the check back and answered, 
“You are.  I sure wouldn’t want it to get out that this church received an offering intended for 
God and didn’t know what to do with it.”' 
 

When we talk about the need for help with church finances, we all begin to cringe.  It seems 
like one thing to give to God and another to give to the church.  Yet, they are one in the same.  
When we give to the ministries of the church, we give to God.  When we give to keep the doors 
open to the church, we give to God.  We give to God so we may be the place where the lost are 
found and grace is given.  
 
Money is a possession we do not treat lightly.  A survey in Worthy magazine revealed that 
“Forty percent of Americans think about money more often than any other subject or need.  
Fights over money are the number-one source of marital discord...Fifty-six percent of us say 
there comes a point in every marriage when money become more important than any other part 
of the relationship.”  Yes, we consider most carefully the value of our money.  No wonder we 
are so reluctant to part with it and want it only to go to places that will be the best stewards of 
the money we give. 
 

I pray that as the summer approaches, vacations commence and church finances are challenging 
that you will consider giving to God through the church knowing how important your money is 
to the ministry of God’s church—a church which seeks to serve in great ways!  We commit to 
be good stewards of what is given!  Beginning in June, a new avenue of electronic giving will 
be available! 
 
The General Council on Finance and Admin-
istration of The United Methodist Church re-
cently expanded their relationship with Vanco 
Payment Solutions, a provider of giving tech-
nology for faith based organizations, to help us 
strengthen our financial stewardship.  Through 
their Empowering Generosity program, Vanco facilitates electronic giving to enable our church 
– and our members – to fulfill our mission and ministries.  Soon our website will include a 
place to make electronic gifts as well as other ways through information given to church 
members in worship service.  Please consider this only as another avenue of giving.  The other 
traditional ways to give are always available. 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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P astor’s Notes 

     (Continued)               

(Continued from previous page) 
 
 
I pray you will give equal time to considering how God’s work may be strengthened by other 
gifts you possess.  At Wingate UMC, we emphasize equally the gifts of prayers, presence and 
service.  The communion you seek with God through prayer on behalf of others and yourself 
is essential to a healthy and healing Church.  Your physical presence midst the ministry of the 
church is a witness to your faith in the liveliness of the Risen Christ in our world.  Your will-
ingness to serve, to say YES when a need arises, is instrumental in the building of God’s king-
dom on earth as it is in heaven! 
 
As seriously as you consider the use of your money, please consider ushering on Sunday 
mornings, singing in the Choir, caring for children during worship, cooking a meal for some-
one who is ill or recovering from surgery, teaching a Sunday School class, playing your in-
strument to God’s glory in worship, changing a light bulb when you notice one is out, water-
ing the Community Garden when it is dry, attending a training, participating in Bible Study, 
saying a morning prayer for the church, offering nothing but grace when the going gets tough 
for a brother or sister in Christ, treating each other kindly even through disagreements.  The 
careful stewardship of our many resources in building and strengthening the Church of Jesus 
Christ and its ministry is central to and enriches our life together. 
 
I celebrate that we continue, with our gifts, to keep alive the mission for which we are here in 
this place in Wingate.  I thank you for faithfully giving to God!  I pray together that we do 
what God has called us to do with our resources.  We can only do all that needs to be done in 
this church through your enduring commitment and faith in what can be achieved with God’s 
help!  
 

Peace, Tracy 

Coming Saturday, Aug. 5...Vacation Bible School at Wingate UMC 

  Outback Rock-Where Kids Venture Into Solid Faith 

Watch your bulletins for more details; contact Denise Henton if you’d like to help 
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M issions Ministry 

By the O.O.C. 

Gleaning Ministry—The Gleaning Ministry had one mission on 15 May 2017.  We received 1600 pounds of 

food from Operation Reachout in Monroe. The food was distributed to Friendship Missionary Baptist 

Church and the Winchester Seniors.  All expenses for this mission were paid by Friendship Missionary Bap-

tist Church. 

Loaves and Fishes—Our church has provided 99 items of food to Loaves and Fishes during the month of 

May 2017.  The requested item for May 2017 was (3) 5 oz. tins of canned tuna.  The requested item for June 

2017 is one tin of canned meats (Spam, Treet).  As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Community Garden—All plants in the community Garden continue to grow nicely, thanks to the timely rain 

that has come.  We will add additional plants this month and we will begin to work on keeping the weeds 

cleaned out.  We have a good start, and I expect a bountiful harvest with your prayers for rain.  Thanks Be 

To God! 

New Raised Garden—We have installed a 12’ X 6’ raised garden here on the church grounds near the Chil-

dren’s Playground in front of Chuck’s House.  We have planted some popular Summer plants, and we invite 

you to come and plant your favorites.  We expect this garden to do well since we have a water supply near 

by.  Thanks to all who helped with construction during our Annual Day of Caring. 

Missions Ministry—We had a very successful “Day of Caring” on 13 May 2017, in spite of “rotten” weath-

er. Participants were Susan Hendrix, Ruth Rowe, John & Diana Starnes, Rollin Channell, and The OOC.  

We cleaned out the picnic area, and completed  work on the New Raised Garden.  We also took some of the 

leaves that we gathered up to the Community Garden.  Your hard work has made a difference. Thank you. 

Get Ready for a July MFP at Wingate 

Start saving your plastic shopping bags from the grocery and elsewhere, and set aside the morning of July 5, 

because Wingate UMC will be hosting the Mobile Food  Pantry again on that Wednesday. If you missed get-

ting to participate in our May hosting, you may want to take the opportunity to see what happens and offer 

your help in June, when the MFP will be at Lilesville United Methodist Church (310 E. Wall St., 

Lilesville, 28091) on Wednesday, June 7.  Please arrive between 8:30-9 am, to join other volunteers from 

our Anson-East Union Mission Network in this ministry. Usually, all food and goods have been distributed 

by noon.  In case rain threatens the forecast, call Anson Crisis Assistance Ministry (704-694-2445) to check 

on event cancellation. 
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P rayer Ministry               

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Rollin Channell, Lynn Deason, Eddie Goodman, Steve 

Ferguson, Charles Riddle,  Kevin Neuberth, Diana Starnes, Taylor Byrum, Polly Mohr (Sue 

Channell’s sister), Luther Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother),  Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wal-

lace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s sister), Aimee Risch (mother of Victor 

Hendrix); Thomas Knight (Denise Henton’s friend), Scott Schumpert (Pastor Tracy’s broth-

er), Natalie Wheeler (Doris Wheeler’s granddaughter) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley; Bill Dunlap; Ervin Hamilton; Verma Johnson; Glenda 

Ohmann; Bucky Henton; Matthew Ferguson; Mary Pressley (Georgia Coyle’s sister);  J. B 

Ashcraft  (Randy Ashcraft’s father);  Eunice Perrone  (Leslie Ashcraft’s mother);     Sam 

Summers; Wes, Alisha & Faith   Kilby; Arlene Frye; Ann Barber, Joyce Goodman, Arthur 

Johnson (Verma’s brother), Keenan Denard (Tonya Johnson’s son)  

Homebound: Vivian Chaney, Robert Troy, Carrie Wallace 

College Students:  Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan Helms-Brown (Wingate Universi-

ty), Kyndal Caskey (Wingate University) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Rev. Macklann Basse, Togo, 

West Africa 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 
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How hard did God laugh when He made this thing? 

What is this?!?!?!?! 
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L ay Leader Letter               

“What’s the deal with the name tags?” 

This question was put to me at a worship service sometime in the last six weeks, since printed 

name tags on lanyards began being provided for all members and regular attendees of Wingate 

UMC.  The short answer is  that the “deal” is ministry: a ministry in which we all may take 

part. 

How can name tags be ministry, you might ask—and so now you get the longer answer.  Name 

tags provide help, offer hospitality, show consideration for our fellow worshippers, and even 

help build relationship and community. Providing name tags for all was one of the suggestions 

that came from Pastor Tracy’s Cottage Gathering held last January, to help Wingate UMC ful-

fill its mission to: “Follow Jesus, Make Disciples, and Transform the World”. 

We are a diverse group of the Faithful who, because of employment, travel, illness, or other ob-

ligations and responsibilities, don’t always get to greet each other at worship each and every 

week.  So the sporadic nature of our encounters can sometimes cause that awkward incidence 

of recognizing someone, but being unable to come up with their name. For some, like myself, 

that somewhat embarrassing moment can arise from the brain supplying the wrong name, or 

from a “senior moment” of a total blank of the memory bank.  Then, too, consider how it feels 

when you are the one whose name is “forgotten”; that can give rise to anger or hurt feelings at 

most, or a less than positive impression at the least.  

Wearing a name tag at church seems a simple step to take to be able to show the love of Jesus 

by making sure no one is caught in an uncomfortable situation, to proclaim that we belong to 

those who seek to learn and practice what our Lord teaches, and to provide the opportunity to 

change where we worship into an easily welcoming place to come. 

It is a sacrifice to allow yourself to be “labeled” (an objection I overheard), and to  add another 

piece to your worship attire (though soon there will be an option of a clip rather than a lanyard 

for your tag).  But it is a relatively small sacrifice compared to all that Christ sacrificed for us. 

And it can remind us, that like Jesus’ example, the action taken and indignity endured is done 

only for the benefit of others, rather than ourselves.   Quite a “deal” for a little name tag, don’t 

you think?        

-Susan Hendrix 

(Your name tag can be found by asking an usher/greeter or checking the hooks/rack near the 

main/front entrance to the Sanctuary, where it is hoped you will place them before you leave. 

Choir members will find their tags in the Choir Room. If you don’t have a tag but would like 

one, please ask an usher or Pat Byrum.)  
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    Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 June  Donations Requested:  

One (1) Tin of Canned Meat (Spam, Treet, etc.) 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

                      Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         Wingate United Methodist Women’s Group    

The Wingate UM Men meet for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth Sunday, at 

8:00am.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 23rd. 

Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat Byrum by the Friday prior 

to the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in honor or memory of a person or event please in-

form Pat at that time so that proper notation can be made in the bulletin. 

All women are invited to join the UMW for our next meeting.  This will be on July 9th, 

following the Open Hearts worship and meal, in the Miriam Braswell classroom. 
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Georgia Coyle — June 1st 

Lena Bentley-Morton __ June 8th 

June Helms — June 27th 


