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 From the Pastor’s Pen 

One of the ultimate hopes and dreams of all Christians, beside to gain their salvation and eternal life from God, 
is to be a disciple of Christ. They believe in God and accept Jesus Christ as their personal savior so that they can 
gain their salvation. Discipleship is when someone follows Jesus and desires to let their life be useful in the 
kingdom of God.  Throughout our Christian lives, we have been trying to be this person. We attend churches, 
going to Sunday school, participating in all that, the life of God's people in the church. We have been doing that 
until we almost get bored with it. It is hard to say that for many of us going to church, participating in functions 
of the church, and joining the activity of the church has not become a blessing but a burden for us. That is be-
cause we have not gotten to the point where we can connect to the source of grace and blessing of God. 

Thinking about this, we will come to the story of the Samaritan woman. In the Gospel of John, chapter 4 men-
tions a woman who lived her life very much like many of us. She was trying to do the best she could to make a 
living to support her and perhaps a few members of her family. Even though the life of this woman had been 
considered unsuitable for many in what we call “good Christian”. We need to know that regardless of whether 
we boxed ourselves into categories of our own, or of others, we are all sinners. When you read the story you will 
notice that this woman had been coming to draw water from this well for some time. She kept coming to the 
source because she needed the water, and she lived a very dry life, with no support from friends or family or any 
one else.  I believe she had the dream many of us dream, and that is to be a disciple of Christ and to be useful in 
serving God's people on earth. But living in her lifestyle, she would never think that someday she would be the 
source of blessing for many others. We notice too that she has continued to draw water from this well until one 
day she met the source of water that she will allow it to be part of her, then she became “a spring of water well-
ing up to eternal life”.  Have we met our source yet? Have we become a spring of living water yet? 
 
As a Christian, we have come to the well of blessing, attending church, joining the activities of a local church. 
Many of us have found the source of blessing, and have become a blessing for others in various ways.  For oth-
ers, we are still waiting for the time we can get to know the real source of blessing and connect to the source so 
that we can be a blessing for God's people in God's church, in our community, and to transform the world. For 
those of us who continue to draw God's blessing from the source, it maybe because we refuse to let ourselves 
become this spring of living water and blessing of God. 

If this Samaritan woman, who was an ordinary person like you and me can become the source of blessing for 
many people, you and I could become this spring of living water and source of blessing for God's people around 
us too.  The blessing we have received from God will never be enough if we keep drawing and receiving. It will 
be enough for us when we start counting our blessings, which we have received, everyday . When you start do-
ing that, you will notice that as you give it away, you will receive more. So, in a way, you become connected 
with the source who is Jesus Christ. If you have a dream of becoming a disciple of Christ, being useful and a 
blessing in the kingdom of God on earth, you need to stop dreaming and start living your life as a disciple of Je-
sus Christ. That is to receive the grace and mercy of God and passing them on to others.                                                                  
  

Rev. CherLue Vang 
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M issions Ministry 

By the O.O.C. 

Gleaning Ministry—Our Gleaning Ministry had three missions during the month of July 2015.  On 4 July 

2015, we received 1,000 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms of Union County, on 9 July 2015, 

we received 1,200 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms, and on 16 July 2015 we received 1,100 

pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms.  We made distribution to the Union County Community 

Shelter, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Winchester Seniors, Iglesia Bautista, the Highland Park 

Community, and Gatewood Village.  In addition to our three gleaning missions, we had a donation of 100 

pounds of Tyson frozen chicken provided by the Union County Shelter which we distributed to Friendship 

Missionary Baptist Church Food Pantry, and we received 50 pounds of assorted produce from Mr. Charlie 

Bentley which we distributed to Iglesia Bautista.  Our total gleaning for July 2015 now stands at 3,450 pounds 

of assorted produce with a little chicken. 

 

Loaves and Fishes—Our church provided 8 items of food to Loaves and Fishes during the month of July 

2015.  The requested item for July was (3) 16 oz. bags of dried beans.  The requested item for August 2015 is 

(3) 7.25 oz. boxes of macaroni and cheese or (3) packages of pasta.  As always, substitutions are welcome. 

 

Community Garden—Our Community Garden is suffering in our abnormally “Hot” weather.  However, it has 

provided fresh vegetables for many of the residents in our community.  In just a few weeks, we will begin 

preparation for our Fall planting, and I pray that the weather will be wet and mild.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Missions Ministry—Our church has donated $220 to the Mobile Food Pantry, and we gave $50.00 to assist a 

family in transit to Alabama during the month of July 2015.  Thank you for your support. 

Mobile Food Pantry in Wingate Aug. 5 

The Mobile Food Pantry truck is coming to Wingate on Wednesday, Aug. 5th, and  your help is needed to 

help with the distribution of food to the approximate 250 families that will be served.  Be at Wingate Baptist 

Church at 8:30 am that morning if you are able to join with others in our Missional Network in this ministry. 

 

The MFP will be in our area the first Wednesday of each month through the end of the year, at different 

churches each time.  The schedule is: Sept. 2, Ansonville UMC; Oct. 7, Austin Grove Baptist Church; Nov. 4, 

Peachland UMC; Dec. 2, Mt. Beulah Baptist Church. 
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N otes From All Over               
Prayer List 

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Rollin Channell, Eddie Goodman, Steve Ferguson, James Moser, 

Charles Riddle, Melva Davis, Kevin Neuberth, Diana Starnes, Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister), Luther 

Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother), Ronald and Robert Eaton (Carol Manser’s sons), Christopher Stafford 

(Carol Manser’s grandson), Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s 

sister) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley, Bill Dunlap, Ervin Hamilton, Mary Pressley (Georgia Coyle’s sister)  Gwen 

Hurst, Wayne and Dwight Hurst (Mildred Hurst’s sons), Jerry Kirkman (Diana’s friend),  Thomas Knight 

(Denise’s friend), Gene Ferguson (Steve Ferguson’s brother), Naomi Hamilton Hill (Ervin Hamilton’s aunt), 

J. B Ashcraft (Randy Ashcraft’s father), Eunice Perrone (Leslie Ashcraft’s mother) 

Homebound: Vivian Chaney, Carol Manser, Robert Troy, John Linker (DeeDee Baker’s father) 

Nursing Homes: Faye McCord (Carillon Assisted Living) 

College Students: Matthew Ashcraft (NC State), Candace Allison, Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan 

Helms-Brown (Wingate University) 

Joined the Saints of Heaven:  Edna Rushing (July 15th), Ruth Benshoof (July 17th), Mildred Rushing (July 

27th) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Davi Trotti, African Mercy Ship; Rev. Mack-

lann Basse, Togo, West Africa 

Praise, Joys & Blessings: For newly approved drug treatments for our Emily and other Cystic Fibrosis pa-

tients; for the newly formed Charge and connection of Smyrna and Wingate UMCs,  for Rev. and Mrs. Vang 

joining us. For Steve Ferguson, home from Rehab. 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Find Wingate UMC online. 

We are currently making changes that will increase our presence online. We have combined the blog with all 

of the website information at https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/ and added several new contributors. Hope-

fully, this will ensure that we keep the information up-to-date and interesting for those who find us on the 

internet. Also, there are several new admins on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

wingateumc , including Pastor Lue who is posting podcasts of his sermons. So if you miss the service, you 

can catch up on what he has to say there. If you have suggestions or questions, contact us at either location 

or email Susan Ozmore at sozmore@yahoo.com. 

Smyrna United Methodist Church Homecoming 

Smyrna UMC Homecoming is Aug 23rd, with service at 11 am, followed by dinner on the grounds (lunch).  Rev Clay Bowers is 

our tentative guest pastor, with Brady Greene providing the special music.  Bring family and friends and enjoy the fellowship at 

Smyrna.  (Smyrna UMC, 5019 Medlin Rd, Monroe, NC, Pastor Lu Vang) 

https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
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N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Report on Mission U 

July 16 - July 19 — I spent a great weekend attending Mission U with my UMW sisters from 

throughout the Western North Carolina Conference. If you are not familiar with Mission U  you 

are missing out on a chance to get away for a girls weekend where you will 

study important issues related to Missions or Human Rights. You also have the chance to learn 

about the lives of your UMW sisters around the world. In between your studies you get to par-

ticipate in amazing worship services and connect with women from around the conference to 

share ideas about what your UMW units are doing in the area of missions. As part of the wor-

ship services we also participate in a Spiritual Growth Study. Now in the interest of presenting 

the entire picture I do have to share this; our conference holds Mission U at Pfeiffer University 

so if you choose to attend you will be sleeping in dorm rooms and sharing facilities. Let me tell 

you, I enjoy my creature comforts and privacy as much as the next person and I have not found 

this to be an issue. The rest of the experience makes the dorms just part of the fun. 

This year our Spiritual Growth Study was "Created For Happiness: Understanding Your Life in 

God". The study was led by Rev. Ellen Robinson. I found this study to be very interesting and 

relevant to my life. It wasn't a fluff study on how to be happy. It was a study about what is Bib-

lical Happiness, what is the world's definition of Happiness and there was a section dedicated 

to John Wesley's thoughts on Happiness.  For my other study this year I chose "Latin America". 

This was a very enlightening study of our southern neighbors focusing on the history of these 

countries and the people who call them home. On both Friday and Saturday afternoons during 

our break I attended a panel discussion called "The Elephant in the Room", this discussion was 

put together by the Charter for Racial Justice Committee. I don't think I need to say what the 

discussion was about! You can't solve this huge issue in a couple of hours but you sure can 

learn and begin to understand change will only come when we all come to the realization 

that we are all God's children! Saturday evening’s worship service is always a celebration of the 

entire weekend, a chance to bring it all together. We watched a documentary called "No Sanc-

tuary" about the detention centers that are housing illegal immigrants, many who come from 

Latin America. The weekend ends with one last worship service on Sunday morning. This ser-

vice includes communion. I always find this very special. 

One of my dear friends, a UMW sister from Central UMC in Monroe, says attending Mission U 

is one of the best gifts she gives herself every year, and I agree with her. I will be putting in my 

time off request very soon for July 21 -24, 2016. I sure hope I won't be the only one from Win-

gate! 

 

        Linda Ferguson 
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Y our Methodist History 

Helenor Alter Davisson, Circuit Rider and Minister 

On May 4, 1956, the General Conference of the Methodist Church approved a change to the Book of 

Discipline granting full clergy rights to women. Two women, Maud Jensen and Grace Huck, were the 

first ordained after this historic decision, however, they were not the first women to preach or even be 

ordained in the Methodist tradition. 

John Wesley was the first Methodist to license women to preach. In his famous sermon "On Visiting the 

Sick" he attacked the idea that women be required to be submissive and said of the idea that "women are 

only to be seen but not heard", that it was "the deepest unkindness . . . and I know not how any women 

of sense and spirit can submit to it." However, after his death, ideas began to change. In 1828, the Meth-

odist Protestant Church split off from the Methodist Episcopal Church and it was this branch of Method-

ism which was the earliest to recognize women’s gifts in this area. The first woman to receive ordination 

was circuit rider Helenor Alter Davisson when she was ordained to preach by her father Rev. John Alter 

on July 25, 1863 at the Conference of the Bradford circuit in Indiana. 

Helenor was born on January 24, 1823, the oldest child of Rev. John Alter and his first wife, Charity 

VanAusdall. When her mother died, Helenor was 14 and found herself responsible for the family home 

and seven siblings. At one point, she nursed the entire family, ill with typhoid fever, while keeping the 

family sawmill going. By the time her physician uncles arrived to help, she had become ill and almost 

died. 

In 1842, at the age of 19, Helenor married John Draper. Not much is known of this time in her life, but 

the history of UMC in Remington, Indiana, states that in the 1840s there were two local circuit riders, 

Rev. John Alter and his daughter, Mrs. Helenor Draper. Together they organized a Methodist Protestant 

Church at Alter’s Grove in 1849. A few years later they joined with another congregation to form the 

Grand Prairie Circuit (later known as the Bradford Circuit). Both Helenor and her father are listed as 

starting the charge, as well as “ministers”, as opposed to the other categories of “preacher”, “exhorter”, 

or “class leader.”  

The fate of Helenor’s first husband is unknown, but on March 4, 1864, she married Thomas Davisson, 

son of Moses Davisson, another Methodist preacher. In 1865 and 1866, Helenor chaired the Quarterly 

Conference meetings. Although it is clear that she was a very active leader and minister in the church, it 

wasn’t until August of 1866 that she was designated as approved for Deacon’s orders and became the 

first official female ordinand in American Methodism. The next year she is listed as the pastor of the 

Grand Prairie Circuit.  

There were challenges to Helenor’s official ordination, but in spite of this, she continued to travel the 

circuit and preach until her health began to fail shortly before her death on October 9, 1876.  
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Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 August Donations Requested:  

Three 7.5oz. Boxes of Macaroni and Cheese or Three Packages of Pasta 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         United Methodist Women’s Group  

   The third Wingate UMW quarterly meeting of 2015 will be held following worship 

on Sunday September 13th.  All women are invited to a light luncheon, and discus-

sion of upcoming UMW events.  

The Wingate UM Men will now be meeting for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth 

Sunday, at 8:00am.   

N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Wanted: Cooks for 2015 Fellowship Meals 

   Family Ministries is looking for those interested in being head cooks for our Wednesday Night Fellowship meals in 

2015.  Chairperson Leslie Ashcraft says that some folks would like to have more than one Fellowship Meal a month, 

and so if enough cooks are available, or some cooks are willing to cook more than once a year, we could have the 

meals not only on 2nd Wednesdays, but also on 4th Wednesdays of each month, except December.  

   To help assist in your consideration,  here’s a list of both 2nd and 4th  Wednesdays through Nov. 2015, along with 

the volunteer cooks and dates already filled.  If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Leslie with the date (s) you’ve 

chosen.  There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board above the drinking fountain in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Aug. 12_Diana Starnes    _________  Aug. 26_Susan Hendrix____________ 

Sept. 9 _______________________   Sept. 23__________________________ 

Oct. 14________________________  Oct. 28__________________________ 

Nov. 11________________________  Nov. 25 Community Thanksgiving Meal 

Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat 

Byrum by the Friday prior to the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in 

honor or memory of a person or event please inform Pat at that time so that proper 

notation can be made in the bulletin. 
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Views From A Loft (The Choir Loft) 

By Kurt Hendrix 

 Do you ever wonder what they’ll write on your tombstone?  No, I’m not in one of my morbid moods.  I have of-

ten wandered through cemeteries looking at names, dates and the occasional epitaph, just to see who’s there.  That’s why 

people put such information on stone, after all, to tell those who come after something about this person that they’ll never 

meet this side of Glory.  It’s the epitaphs that were always the most fascinating and, of course, now-a-days you can find 

slews of them (like everything else) on the Internet.  Some have clearly been written by the deceased and others are by 

those left behind.  “BELOVED WIFE AND MOTHER,”  and “IN LOVING MEMORY” always seem popular.  “GONE 

FISHIN’,” and “JUST RESTING MY EYES,” (or some variation of that) are also often seen.  “HE LOVED BACON Oh, 

and his wife and kids too,” was, I sincerely hope, a comment on someone’s sense of humor — likewise,  “IF YOU’RE CLOSE 

ENOUGH TO READ THIS, GET OFF OF ME.”  One of the clearest and most powerful statements about successfully keeping a 

family together through life’s agitations that I’ve ever read has to be, “RAISED FOUR, BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS 

WITH ONLY ONE BATHROOM AND STILL THERE WAS LOVE.”   

 It has been said of the best epitaphs that “the beauty of the epitaph is that it sums up the life and the work at once 

and ties them together.”  One of these is Virginia Woolf’s, “”DEATH IS THE ENEMY. AGAINST YOU I WILL 

FLING MYSELF, UNVANQUISHED AND UNYIELDING, O DEATH. THE WAVE BROKE ON THE SHORE. I 

ALWAYS ENJOY A CORONA WHEN AT THE BEACH,” which certainly captures her bipolar problem.  The point is 

that this form of communication can introduce us to a person years, decades, even centuries after their death.  As most 

people never get a biography, epitaphs can connect us, the ordinary people, across the years.  If you don’t go through 

cemeteries to read the headstones, you’re letting your end of the bargain down. 

 As a person who wishes to be cremated, I know I will never have a headstone.  Still, I sometimes wonder what 

someone would write on one if I did have it.  Because I am in the twilight of a very ordinary life, I might get stuck with 

“KURT WHO?,” or “HERE LIES GOOD OLD WHAT’S HIS NAME. HE MOST LIKELY WAS KNOWN FOR 

SOMETHING,” though maybe not.  The saving grace would not be that I’ve done anything worthy of being recorded in 

stone but that I’m related to a lot of sensitive people who are very fine writers and couldn’t pass up the mental exercise of 

coming up with something better.  I did stumble across an epitaph recently that I certainly wouldn’t mind having on a 

stone of mine.  It was in a book by Jim Butcher and was the genesis of this particular thought train.  In the book, one of 

the characters was given a grave plot by his enemies, with a headstone already carved and installed.  The epitaph on the 

headstone read, “HE DIED DOING THE RIGHT THING.” 

 Now, the guy who received the gift did not find himself in any immediate need of a headstone by the end of the 

book (though many of the thoughtful enemies did.)  But, considering that the character is re-occurring, you just know that 

one day he will need the headstone and that, likely, they won't have to change the epitaph.  In a way, his goal has become 

to be worthy of the death that has been foretold for him.  Having a headstone as motivation might be a case of cart-before

-the-horse, but it does allow us to view our lives from a different perspective. In a fit of depression, you may wonder 

what in the world difference what you do will make a hundred years from now.  Well, what you do makes a difference, if 

for no other reason, because some loud-mouth with a chisel may blab the essence of you all over the future.    

 We have lost several members of our church family in the past few weeks.  This particular group have several 

things in common.  They each found ways to live their long lives with dignity, despite the various hardships and obsta-

cles they found in their ways.  To the end, they always had love for others rather than pity for themselves.  They were, 

each of them,  good and faithful servants of God and each fought the good fight right to the last.  Each of them died while 

doing the right things.   To my thinking, there can be no better epitaph. 
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Taylor Byrum — August 2nd 

Susan Ozmore — August 5th 

Seth Lawrence — August 7th 

Miranda McKeown — August 19th 

Sue Channell — August 20th 

Johnnie Lamm — August 22nd  


