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 From the Pastor’s Pen 

When the Roll is Called Up Yonder 

The following is a conversation between Ying and Yang, members of Wingate United Methodist Church. 

Yang: “We have just had a new pastor come into our church. I wonder what kind of changes he will bring to our church? 

Would the changes help our church to grow?”  

Ying: “Well, I heard he is going to implement a few new changes to our worship service to make it more beneficial to our 

spiritual growth as well. And one of the changes is that he may be starting a ‘Roll Call’ in church.”  Ying seems to have 

heard that or maybe feels it in the air.  

Yang: “You mean he is going to have a roll call in our church like we have in school? And he will mark who is there and 

who is not, who has an excuse, or even mark if someone is tardy?”  

Ying: “Sounds like that!” 

Yang: “You know if he will be doing that then I think he must be ‘crazy.’”  

Ying: “No, he said he is neither crazy nor judgmental, he just simply goes by the book. He also said that it is a way to help us 

to keep our covenant with God which we made when we joined the church.  I believe when we joined the church and accept-

ed our free salvation from the Lord Jesus, we made our covenant to support the church with our presence, prayer, and gifts.  

He also said ’Roll Call’ is biblical.  In Revelation 20:15 the Bible says ‘Anyone whose name was not found written in the 

book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.’, and that we need to practice our ‘Roll Call’ on earth before we get there to 

make sure we have our name in the ’Book of Life.’” 

Yang: “I guess I will start to go to worship the Lord at church, to make sure I know what to do when my name is called Yon-

der.” 

Ying:  “It will not hurt a bit if we will start back to worship God together at church.  Because God is keeping His covenant 

‘promises’ with us, we need to keep our part too.  Besides, the pastor said the ‘Roll Call’ is also a way for the church to 

check how we are doing spiritually, and let us know that the church still cares for us. After all the doctor cannot see your fe-

ver inside you, he only sees it in the gauge of the thermometer; we will be able to see the well being of your spiritual life only 

through the active engagement you have with your church and the relationship you have with your Heavenly Father in you 

prayer life and Praise and worship in the church with His other children.” 

Yang: “You are right.  I don’t want to see a love note from the church saying I have not worshipped with them for the last 

month or six months, or three years.  So, please, remind me again and let’s go to Church.” 

        Rev. CherLue Vang 
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M issions Ministry 

By the O.O.C. 
Gleaning Ministry—Our Gleaning Ministry had five missions during the month of August 2015.  

On 27 July 2015, we received 700 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms of Union 

County, on 29 July 2015, we received 700 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms, on 4 

August 2015, we received 800 pounds assorted produce from Creekside Farms, on 13 August 2015 

we received 800 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms, and on 20 August 2015, we 

received 1200 pounds of produce from Creekside Farms.  We made distribution to The Union 

County Community Shelter, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, The Winchester Seniors, In-

glesia Bautista, The Highland Park community, and Gatewood Village. 

 

Loaves and Fishes  - Our church provided 43 items of food to Loaves and Fishes during the month 

of August 2015.  The requested item for August 2015 was (3) boxes of macaroni an cheese.  The 

requested item for September 2015 is one tin of canned fruit.  As always, substitutions are wel-

come.  Thank you for the robust donation effort this month. 

 

Community Garden—”Thanks Be to God”, we have had significant rainfall over the past two 

weeks, so, we will begin planning the Fall garden as soon as the soil dries from the recent rain.  I 

think we can expect a nice stand of green leaf vegetables for our Fall garden. 

 

Missions Ministry—Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Wednesday, 25 November 2015  Specif-

ic information will be in the newsletter for October 2015. 

Mobile Food Pantry Sept. 2 

  Help to distribute food from the Mobile Food Pantry sponsored by our missional connection 

churches will be needed on Tuesday, Sept. 2nd at Ansonville UMC at 9:30 am. 

  Thanks to those who volunteered when the 

MFP was at Wingate Baptist Church, ap-

proximately 210 families were served.  Dates 

and places for upcoming distributions are: 

Oct. 7 at Austin Grove Baptist Church; Nov. 

4 at Peachland UMC; and Dec. 2 at Mt.  

Beulah Baptist Church. 
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Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat Byrum by the Friday prior to 

the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in honor or memory of a person or event please inform 

Pat at that time so that proper notation can be made in the bulletin. 

N otes From All Over               
Prayer List 

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Rollin Channell, Eddie Goodman, Steve Ferguson, James Moser, 

Charles Riddle, Melva Davis, Kevin Neuberth, Diana Starnes, Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister), Luther 

Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother), Ronald and Robert Eaton (Carol Manser’s sons), Christopher Stafford 

(Carol Manser’s grandson), Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s 

sister) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley, Bill Dunlap, Ervin Hamilton, Mary Pressley (Georgia Coyle’s sister)  Gwen 

Hurst, Wayne and Dwight Hurst (Mildred Hurst’s sons), Jerry Kirkman (Diana’s friend),  Thomas Knight 

(Denise’s friend), Gene Ferguson (Steve Ferguson’s brother), J. B Ashcraft (Randy Ashcraft’s father), 

Eunice Perrone (Leslie Ashcraft’s mother) 

Homebound: Vivian Chaney, Carol Manser, Robert Troy, John Linker (DeeDee Baker’s father) 

Nursing Homes: Faye McCord (Carillon Assisted Living) 

College Students: Matthew Ashcraft (NC State), Candace Allison, Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan 

Helms-Brown (Wingate University) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Davi Trotti, African Mercy Ship; Rev. Mack-

lann Basse, Togo, West Africa 

Praise, Joys & Blessings in August: For Steve Ferguson, home from Rehab.  For Lydia Jane Small, born 

August 5th (1st grandchild of Jerilyn and Andy: 1st great grandchild of Ledale Rollins). For Naomi Hamil-

ton Hill (The O.O.C.’s aunt), who has completed her cancer treatments and is in remission. For the wedding 

of Pastor and Mrs. Vang’s son. 

Grieving a Loss in August: The family of Carolyn Helms (June’s aunt), who passed August 22nd. 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Find Wingate UMC online. 

We are currently making changes that will increase our presence online. We have combined the blog with all 

of the website information at https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/ and added several new contributors. Hope-

fully, this will ensure that we keep the information up-to-date and interesting for those who find us on the 

internet. Also, there are several new admins on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

wingateumc , including Pastor Lue who is posting podcasts of his sermons. So if you miss the service, you 

can catch up on what he has to say there. If you have suggestions or questions, contact us at either location 

or email Susan Ozmore at sozmore@yahoo.com. 

https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
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N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Celebration of DS Appointment 

   A service celebrating the appointment of Rev. Laura H. Auten as the Uwharrie District Superin-

tendent will be held Sept. 20 at 4 pm in the Henry Pfeiffer Chapel in Misenheimer.  There will be a 

reception immediately following the service, and everyone is invited to bring a jar of peanut butter 

as a mission offering, which will be distributed to food pantries throughout the Uwharrie District.  

All clergy and laity are welcome to attend. 

“Celebrate Social” Hosted by Wingate UMW 

  On Sunday, Sept. 27, the Wingate United Methodist Women will host one of the Uwharrie District 

UMW’s  Celebrate Social events, from 3-5 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

   “Celebrate Social” gatherings have been planned in a variety of areas within the district, so that 

women will not have to travel too far to participate, and to connect with units in our area to celebrate 

and promote all that UMW encompasses.  The program will include the social aspect of getting to 

know UMW members in our area of Anson and Union Counties, learning about all that our monies 

and efforts support, a “UMW 101” for both present and future members to learn our history, and an 

explanation of the Legacy 150 Fund, with an opportunity to make a commitment to it. 

   Wingate UMW will provide refreshments for the event, subsidized by the Uwharrie District 

UMW. Please meet at 2:30 pm in the kitchen of the Fellowship Hall for a short unit meeting to con-

firm the 2016 officers selected by our nominating committee, and then to help set out refreshments. 

Worship Committee Meets  Sept. 2 

   The Worship Committee will meet at 6 pm, Sept. 2nd, in the Educational Building, Pat’s old class-

room.  The meeting is open to all who are interested in the planning of worship services.  The fall 

and Advent seasons will be considered during this meeting. 

Administrative Council Meets Sept. 20 

   All committee and ministry chairpersons should attend the Administrative Council meeting on 

Sunday, Sept. 20 following worship, as the church begins to plan for Charge Conference, scheduled 

for Nov.15th. A light lunch will be served. 
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Y our Methodist History 

Thomas Coke 1747-1814 

On Easter Sunday in 1777, Thomas Coke was removed from his posi-

tion as parish priest at South Petherton in Somerset, England. He had 

displeased the new Rector when he allied himself with the new Method-

ist movement and began holding small group meetings and open air ser-

vices. When the Rector  fired Coke, he insisted that the parishioners cel-

ebrate by ringing the church bells and opening a “hogshead of cider.” 

Born September 9, 1747 in Brecon, South Wales, Coke was just 29 

when he was fired, but he had been a busy young man. He read law at 

Jesus College, Oxford and completed a Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. 

He also served as Mayor of Brecon in 1772, the same year he was or-

dained in the Church of England. 

This active lifestyle continued as he grew older and more established in 

his Methodist faith. Thomas Coke was a man of missions. In fact, John Wesley nicknamed him "the flea" be-

cause he was always "hopping around on his missions." One of his earliest trips was to America in 1784 for 

what would come to be called the Christmas Conference. Wesley had consecrated Coke as a Superintendent; 

Coke then traveled to the young United States and consecrated Francis Asbury as his co-Superintendent, a 

title that was replaced with Bishop in 1787. 

As one of our first Bishops, Coke is very important to us here in the US, but this wasn't the only place he was 

involved in establishing the church. In addition to eight trips to the US, he also traveled extensively in Great 

Britain and Ireland, even serving as the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland on several occasions. 

Beginning in 1786, he also made four voyages to the West Indies. Keep in mind that his trips weren't the type 

where you hop on a plane and return the next week. These were often year long voyages which took him 

away from his friends and family. 

It's no surprise that Coke didn't have time for a family of his own during his busy early life, but at the age of 

58 he met a woman who had the same heart for missions. In April of 1805, he married Penelope Goulding 

Smith, a woman who traveled with him and spent her personal fortune furthering their mission efforts. This 

happiness was short-lived, however, Penelope died six years later. He had another short marriage which end-

ed in the death of his second wife, Anne Loxdale, in December of 1812. 

You also won't be surprised that following the death of both wives within two years, he consoled himself by 

planning a new mission effort. On December 30, 1813, Coke set sail to Ceylon (Sri Lanka), hoping to estab-

lish Methodism in the East Indies. About four months into the voyage, he died at sea and was laid to rest in 

the Indian Ocean. Francis Asbury said of Coke that he was "a gentleman, a scholar, a bishop to us; and as a 

minister of Christ, in zeal, in labours, in services, the greatest man in the last century." 

~ Susan Ozmore 
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Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 September Donations Requested:  

One Tin of Canned Fruit (Any Fruit) 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         United Methodist Women’s Group  

The Wingate UM Men will now be meeting for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth 

Sunday, at 8:00am.  Their next meeting will be on October 25th. 

N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

Three Fellowship Meals Need Cooks 

  There are three Wednesday Fellowship Meals in need of “head cooks”. Dates for these meals are: Sept. 

9th, October 14th, and November 11th.  Please contact Leslie Ashcraft, or sign up on the list in the Fel-

lowship Hall (on bulletin board over the water fountain) if you can fill one of these needs. 

  The meal on Sept. 23rd will be a Potluck Dinner, and October 28th will be “Soup Nite”, with folks 

bringing their favorite soups to share, and grilled cheese sandwiches being provided by Family Minis-

tries.  No meals are held in December, following our annual Community Thanksgiving Meal on Nov. 25. 

   The third Wingate UMW quarterly meeting has been postponed to 2:30 pm on 

Sunday, Sept. 27, in the kitchen of the Fellowship Hall.  This will be a short meet-

ing to confirm the 2016 officers selected by our nomination committee, prior to our 

unit hosting a Uwharrie District UMW “Celebrate Social” event from 3-5 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. 



7 

Views From A Loft (The Choir Loft) 

By Kurt Hendrix 

 Here it is — roughly fourteen months until the next election and things are beginning to heat up.   Already, the 

candidates are starting to make promises.  It’s been said that the only thing less likely to come true than a campaign 

promise is a wish upon a star.  I consider that a base canard.  I’ve had much better luck with star-wishing than I ever 

have with campaign promises.  Mind you, I am not trashing politicians.  I’m sure that many, if not most, of them make 

their promises with the full intention of keeping faith with their constituents and following through on their promises.  

However, once they’re in office, the politicians  find that the reality of compromise (which is part of all political pro-

cesses) stands squarely in their way.  Each and every one of the other politicians elected to this term have their own 

promises to try to keep.  A way must be thrashed out among the myriad of promises; some of them conflicting, some in 

direct opposition; so that as many people as possible get at least something of what they want.   

 Understand, also, that I’m not trashing politics or the political system either.  Yes, they can be frustrating, but 

talking things out to come to an acceptable end is a good thing.  When people stop talking, they usually start fighting.  

This is true of the playground, the international scene, and every level in between — all that changes is that the rules 

and tools get progressively more dangerous.  Politics is a way of keeping the dialogue going and the fighting delayed, so 

it’s a good thing.  But, because of politics, some of the promises that people make while running for office are just not 

going to happen.  There are some promises being made right now by some presidential candidates that can’t be enacted 

by any president — you’d have to get elected king, dictator-for-life, or First Tiger to pull them off.  It is the reality of 

compromise.  Everybody can NOT get everything they wanted, TOGETHER. 

 This type of thing being the case, it is understandable why so many people get so frustrated with general elec-

tions.  I’ve heard many variations of the theme, “My vote doesn’t count — why bother to vote at all,” some from my 

own family members, and it is a tragedy.  In essence, people who feel this way are disenfranchising themselves — giv-

ing up rights that people have died to keep for them for over two hundred years.  Our form of government demands , if 

it is to work correctly, that ordinary citizens take an active part in it.  That means it is not enough for us to just take the 

word of our elected lawmakers that they are about our business.  We have to check on what they’re doing in our names.  

The good news here is that the internet has made it easier to do this.  Web sites like govtrack.us and congress.org  make 

it possible to keep up with our elected senators and representatives at the national level.  The web site ncleg.net does the 

same thing for us with our state senators and representatives.  If you’re not totally sure who represents you in the vari-

ous levels of government, you can find out on these sites.  Information about local elections is also available on the in-

ternet, but it’s a little more difficult to dig out as there aren’t as many sites where you can find all the candidates 

grouped together.  It’s important that we make this effort because these local elections will have more day-to-day impact 

of our lives than most of the national elections.  The judges who get elected locally are likely to have a bigger effect on 

you if you end up in front of one than the national president.  My wife and I have taken to printing out  the ballot for our 

voting district as soon as they are available on line and researching each name on the ballot.  We decide who we think 

will best represent our beliefs and interests (and boy, can that generate a lot of  inter-marital dialogue), mark them on the 

ballot, and take them to the polling place when we go.  It’s a little extra work, but it beats flipping coins. 

 It’s important that each of us take part in the U.S. political process.  Whatever our political preferences and 

leanings happen to be, if we don’t take steps to be an informed populace, we have betrayed our own government and all 

of its citizens.  Each of us owe it to ourselves and to those who come after us to take an active part.  We’ve got time — 

fourteen months or so and counting down.   Listen.  Investigate.  Learn.  Decide. Vote.  It’s a good feeling to walk away 

from the voting booth knowing that you’ve actually made the best choice you could and that you haven’t participated in 

the sabotage of the American government.  If you’re looking to effect actual change, however, you might want to go 

with the wishing on a star.  Couldn’t hurt. 
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Robert Troy — September 1st 

Kyndal Caskey — September 4th 

Don Ray Helms — September 7th 

William McCollum — September 10th 

Scott Fleenor — September 12th 

Gina Scheller — September 14th 

Jerilyn Small — September 19th 

John Starnes — September 21st 

James Clements — September 27th 

Charlotte Kennedy — September 30th 

David Rowe — September 30th 


