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 From the Pastor’s Pen 

Love VS Obligation 

Have you felt obligated to go to church every Sunday? Does going to church after some time become a mini or big burden for 

you? 

If your answer is yes to these two questions, then you need to consider renewing your relationship with God. We can do al-

right, and sometimes even well, in the church even when our answer is yes to both of the questions above.  But, the thing is 

that when your feel obligated to go to church and after sometime going to church becomes a burden for you, then you are not 

going to church for the right reason.  You just do it because it is a “Duty” of a Christian to go to church, and to make yourself, 

or the family, look good to other members and the pastor.  I am not telling you to stop going to church if your answers are yes 

to both of the question above, but I am telling you that if you feel that way, then you need to look at your relationship with 

God and the Lord Jesus Christ seriously. The good part on this type of relationship to God and your church is that you are still 

coming to church and trying to worship Him and fellowship with other members.  The not so good part is that, when you feel 

this way, very soon you will run out of energy and “burn out”. Eventually you will stop going to church, because the burden 

feels like it is bigger and bigger every day. 

Attending worship service at church however, you need to have the love and passion to go and worship God and listen to His 

words.  

  

We need to feel the love for God and our motivation to go to church should be the passion to worship Him. This kind of rela-

tionship is called gratitude. When you appreciate the grace and mercy of God, when you value the salvation God has given you 

when you accepted His son as your personal Savior, when you are counting the blessing God has bestowed in your life, that is 

coming for God, then worshiping him in the church and doing his works in the church become a labor of love rather than a 

burden. When you do it out of love rather than obligation, it becomes much easier and you will have more enjoyment doing it. 

Just think about this.  The fact that you are still paying your child support is not because you still love your Ex-spouse, but be-

cause the judge order you to pay, that is obligation.  On the other hand, you may not pay your spouse or children a penny, but 

you live together and they can jump into your arms any time they want to, that is love. 

If you have not been worshiping God for some time, or you come as you want to, then you need to reconsider your relationship 

with God especially with his Son Jesus Christ. Renew your relationship with God, however you need to, come to Him, as He 

has already come from Heaven to save you. 

Is your attending church to worship God an obligation, and it has become burden for you? Or are you worshipping God, be-

cause He first loved you, and sent his Son to die in your place for your sin? 

        Rev. CherLue Vang 
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M issions Ministry 

By the O.O.C. 
Gleaning Ministry —Our Gleaning Ministry had four missions during the month of September 2015.  On 25 Au-

gust 2015, we received 1200 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms of Union County, on 1 September 

2015, we received 1000 pounds of assorted produce from Creekside Farms, on 2 September 2015 we received 1000 

pounds assorted produce from Creekside Farms, and on 11 September 2015 we received 800 pounds assorted pro-

duce from Creekside Farms.  Distribution was made to the Union County Homeless Shelter, Restoration House, the 

Winchester Seniors, the Bragg Street Seniors, the Cotton street Seniors, Iglesia Bautista, the Highland Park Com-

munity, and Gatewood Village. 

 

Loaves and Fishes —Our donations for September 2015 will be carried forward and combined with donations for 

October 2015.  The requested item for September 2015 was one tin of canned fruit.  The requested item for October 

2015 is a cash donation (any amount).   When making a donation by check, please make your check payable to 

“Wingate UMC” and indicate “Loaves and Fishes” on the “For” line at the bottom of your check.  Please use an 

offering envelope for cash donations.  As always, substitutions are welcome. 

 

Community Garden —The Fall planting has been completed, however, we have been having another spell of dry 

weather.  We planted collards, purple top turnips, kale, broadleaf mustard greens, curly mustard greens and cab-

bage.  We have had some losses due to the dry weather, but overall, the plants are holding on. We should have a 

decent crop in the end if we get normal rain over the next few weeks.  Your sincere prayers will make it happen. 

 

Missions Ministry —Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, 25 November 2015.  The 

menu will be provided as an insert to the bulletin for the 1st Sunday in October 2015.  We will solicit donations of 

specific food items from local businesses to help with the cost of the dinner.  If you would like to make a donation 

to help with the cost of this event, please make your check payable to “Wingate UMC” and indicate “Thanksgiving 

Dinner” on the “For” line at the bottom of your check.  Thank you for your support. 

Mobile Food Pantry Oct. 7 

   The Mobile Food Pantry will be at Austin Grove Baptist Church on Wednesday, Oct. 7th.  Food 

distribution from the MFP is provided by the Missional Network of which the Smyrna-Wingate 

Charge is a part. If you can help distribute, please be at Austin Grove Baptist (5919 Austin Grove 

Church Rd, Marshville) by 9 a.m. 

   The distribution from Ansonville UMC in September served approximately 185 households.  The 

MFP will have two more distributions this year: Nov. 4th at Peachland UMC, and Dec. 2 at Mt. 

Beulah Baptist Church in Wadesboro.  If you know someone who might benefit from the MFP, ap-

plications are available in the Fellowship Hall at Wingate UMC. 
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Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat Byrum by the Friday prior to 

the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in honor or memory of a person or event please inform 

Pat at that time so that proper notation can be made in the bulletin. 

N otes From All Over               

Prayer List 

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Rollin Channell, Eddie Goodman, Steve Ferguson, James Moser, 

Charles Riddle, Melva Davis, Kevin Neuberth, Diana Starnes, Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister), Luther 

Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother), Ronald and Robert Eaton (Carol Manser’s sons), Christopher Stafford 

(Carol Manser’s grandson), Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s 

sister) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley, Bill Dunlap, Ervin Hamilton, Matthew Ferguson, Doris Wheeler, Mary 

Pressley (Georgia Coyle’s sister)  Gwen Hurst, Wayne and Dwight Hurst (Mildred Hurst’s sons), Jerry Kirk-

man (Diana’s friend),  Thomas Knight (Denise’s friend), Gene Ferguson (Steve Ferguson’s brother), J. B 

Ashcraft (Randy Ashcraft’s father), Eunice Perrone (Leslie Ashcraft’s mother) 

Homebound: Vivian Chaney, Robert Troy, John Linker (DeeDee Baker’s father) 

Nursing Homes: Faye McCord (Carillon Assisted Living), Carol Manser (Pruitt Health) 

College Students: Matthew Ashcraft (NC State), Candace Allison, Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan 

Helms-Brown (Wingate University) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Davi Trotti, African Mercy Ship; Rev. Mack-

lann Basse, Togo, West Africa 

Praise, Joys & Blessings in September No cancer diagnosis from Ervin Hamilton’s many tests. 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Find Wingate UMC online. 

We are currently making changes that will increase our presence online. We have combined the blog with all 

of the website information at https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/ and added several new contributors. Hope-

fully, this will ensure that we keep the information up-to-date and interesting for those who find us on the 

internet. Also, there are several new admins on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

wingateumc , including Pastor Lue who is posting podcasts of his sermons. So if you miss the service, you 

can catch up on what he has to say there. If you have suggestions or questions, contact us at either location 

or email Susan Ozmore at sozmore@yahoo.com. 

https://wingateumc.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
https://www.facebook.com/wingateumc
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N otes From All Over               
World Communion Oct. 4th 

Sunday, October 4th, has been designated as World Communion Sunday by The United Methodist Church. In 

addition to celebrating communion with our brothers and sisters worldwide, our church will also join in collect-

ing a special offering. World Communion offerings provide scholarships globally, “to remove financial obstacles 

for students for whom education is difficult, if not impossible”.  If you are able to donate to this collection, you 

may use the offering envelopes that will be in your Oct. 4th bulletins, or make checks to Wingate UMC, and note 

the amount of your offering on your check. 

Balance and Falls Prevention Classes 

The Wingate University Doctorate of Physical Therapy program is partnering with the Union County Council of 

Aging to offer balance and falls prevention classes to Wingate seniors at the Wingate UMC Fellowship Hall.  

Doctorate of Physical Therapy professors will be working with their students to teach various balance and 

strengthening techniques.  There is a seven week commitment for these classes which will be held on Friday 

mornings, beginning on October 23rd.  Please contact the Council on Aging (704.292.1797) or Diana Starnes 

about reserving your space for these classes. 

Fall Festival at Smyrna UMC Oct. 25th 

  The entire community is invited to a Fall Festival at Smyrna UMC which will be held Sunday, 

October 25th.  The event begins at 5 pm with a soup and sandwich supper.  Soup will be provid-

ed, and attendees are asked to bring sandwiches. 

  Following supper, there will be a costume parade for children, with judges awarding prizes for 

the “best dressed”.  Games and bingo are also part of the evenings’ festivities.  The Festival fun 

is expected to end at approximately 7:30 pm so that school students (and perhaps their parents) 

can observe a reasonable bedtime. 

New Bible Study Begins at Smyrna UMC 

   Helping to overcome negative feelings and approach the future with confidence is a focus of a 

new Bible study by author Mark Batterson, entitled “If”, which will be published October 6th.   

  Smyrna UMC expects to begin this study, which will last approximately six weeks, by mid-

October, at 7 pm on Sunday evenings.  All are welcome, and anyone interested may have a book 

ordered for them by Susan Mullis. 
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L ay Leader Letter               

Appreciating our Pastors, Celebrating our Laity 
 

  In October, our United Methodist tradition focuses on two elements that go hand in hand. It is 

both Pastor Appreciation Month, and the month which includes Laity Sunday, which “calls the 

Church to celebrate the ministry of Christians of all ages in the home, workplace, congregation, 

community, and world”. 

 

   Our pastor, Rev. CherLue Vang, has already received an invitation which proves how greatly 

he is valued by those who have known his ministry for many years.  The Hmong United Meth-

odist National Caucus is having its Annual Conference/Revival in Wisconsin Oct. 23-25, and 

the program director wrote to our PPR committee to request that we allow Pastor Lue to attend 

and be the main speaker for the event. In that letter, it was noted that “Rev. Vang has been a 

long standing member and one of the founder of the Hmong churches here in the U.S. and 

abroad”.  The PPR was pleased to have Rev. Vang accept the invitation.  To see an additional 

indication of Pastor Lue’s well known ministries, check out hymn #350 in our United Method-

ist Hymnal; at the bottom of the page you’ll find his name listed as the translator of the Laotian 

hymn, Come, All of You. 

 

   On Sunday, October 25th, while Pastor Lue is away, Wingate UMC will celebrate Laity Sun-

day by having Taylor Byrum bring our message that morning.  Taylor is most famous in our 

congregation for his many years of providing our Children’s Sermon during worship, though 

that certainly has not been the only service he has supplied to us.  Since he retired this past sum-

mer from giving valuable lessons to consider “as you grow up, and as you grow older”,  the 

Worship Committee asked Taylor to preach on Laity Sunday so that we can all celebrate getting 

to hear one more message from him. 

 

   Laity Sunday and Pastor Appreciation Month give us all an opportunity, excuse and reminder 

to offer encouragement to one another as we serve together in “the priesthood of all believers” 

and living our call as disciples of Christ.  So send notes and cards, give a call or send a text or e

-mail, and otherwise “gift” each other with tokens that say how treasured their offerings of ser-

vice and ministry are.  Such sharing can revive fainting hearts and energize faith.  

 

Susan Hendrix  
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Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 September Donations Requested:  

One Tin of Canned Fruit (Any Fruit) 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         United Methodist Women’s Group  

    

The Wingate UM Men will now be meeting for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth 

Sunday, at 8:00am.  Their next meeting will be on October 25th. 

N otes From All Over 

               (continued) 

   The fourth Wingate UMW quarterly meeting will be held on December 

6th in the Fellowship, following worship.  All ladies of the church are invit-

ed to attend. 

Wednesday Fellowship Meals 

   Chili by Bucky Henton will be the main menu item for the Oct. 14th Fellowship Meal 

beginning at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  On Oct. 28th, Family Ministries will provide 

grilled cheese sandwiches, and meal attendees are asked to bring a favorite soup to share. 

   Nov. 11th remains as the only open date for a cook for this year. Volunteers may signup 

to cook with Leslie Ashcraft, or on the signup sheet on the bulletin board over the drinking 

fountain in the Fellowship Hall. 

Chicken & Dumplin’s at Marshville UMC 

  Marshville UMC will have a Chicken & Dumplin’ fundraiser at the church on Friday, 

Oct. 16th from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Plates are $8 each. 
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Views From A Loft (The Choir Loft, That Is) 

By Kurt Hendrix 

 Oh joy!  It’s October again!  Fall weather, Halloween, and, of course, trekking in the mountains to look at the leaves.  

Now, everybody may not do that last bit, but it is part of October at the Hendrix household.  A vacation week must be held in 

reserve to be used in the October mountain leaf parade.  It’s my wife’s fault.  She has this earth goddess thing going that you 

almost have to experience to believe.  Things like cutting grass, sawing wood, and piling sticks are chores to anyone else, but 

they are highly entertaining and a source of great contentment to her.  So it naturally follows that the Blue Ridge is a magnet to 

her in October.  Usually, we camp out in a tent when we go.  This year, she’s opted for a motel.  I don’t know why and I’m not 

dumb enough to ask: we old, married men know when to keep our mouths shut.  Motel or not, though, a large portion of each 

day will be spent stomping around in the mountains among God’s trees.  For my wife, the mountains in October mean beauti-

ful colors; nippy-cold, clean air; rippling, clear streams; campfires; marshmallows toasted on a stick; stately trees; snuggling in 

sleeping bags; eggs and bacon cooked over an open fire; long hikes; and peace.  Now, I enjoy all of those things, but to me, the 

mountains have one meaning that overwhelms all others.  The mountains mean bears. 

 

 There are bears in the mountains.  No news to you, I’m sure, but do you really feel the weight of that statement?  

There are BEARS in the MOUNTAINS.  Bears are the only inhabitants of North America that regularly challenge their posi-

tion vis-a`-vis human beings on the food chain.  A snake may bite you, an elk or a moose may run you down, but only a bear 

will look at you and think “Lunch”.  Well, a wolf or a cougar might also do that, but there aren’t many of them around and 

none of them are on the Blue Ridge.  However, there are lots and lots of bears up there.  Please don’t tell me to just look at the 

trees.  I do look at the trees.  Of course I look at trees; bears hide behind and in trees.  Also, please don’t quote to me all the 

stuff that so-called “bear experts” say about how unlikely it is that a bear might actually attack you.  I’ve read a bunch of their 

books about why bears attack and what you should do if that happens.  Basically, their books boil down to two points: (1) we 

don’t know why bears attack, though we have some really good-sounding theories, and (2) if, when you get attacked, you try 

something and don’t get killed, you did the right thing: if you do get killed, you didn’t.   

 

I’m not exactly afraid of bears, but I am definitely “bear-fearing,” in the sense that people may be God-fearing.  I have 

a great deal of respect for bears.  When I’m preparing to follow my wife into the deep woods or sleep there with only a paper-

thin tent between me and their teeth and claws, I think a lot about bears.  I’m worried that a bear may come and I will not be 

prepared.  Of course, I’d like to be prepared by being inside a Sherman tank.  Hey, you laugh, but Tom Clancy, the famous 

author, had a Sherman tank and he was never attacked by a bear.  Success speaks for itself.  But, the wife and I usually camp 

and hike on Federal land and, as the rangers won’t even let you have a pistol for defense, I’m sure a tank would get me report-

ed to Homeland Security.  I took a spear once, but let me caution you about long, sharp objects in tents around air mattresses.  

Totally explainable accidents will sometimes occur that can put everyone in an ill humor — at least, everyone that was intend-

ing to sleep on that mattress.  Davy Crockett, American humorist and famous frontiersperson, once said he could grin a bear 

down, but that has always seemed to me to be scraping the bottom of the barrel when it comes to anti-bear defensive methods.  

I might attempt it, but only after tried and true bear defense techniques like screaming and running have proved unsuccessful. 

 

Yes, friends, there are bears in the mountains and I am going to the mountains.  My cup of joy runneth over, splasheth 

down the front of my shirt and dribbleth a little on my shoes.  Actually, I’ve only seen two bears in the wild in all the years 

we’ve been going to the mountains: one dashed across the highway just behind my car and the other wandered through a 

campground sampling the contents of all the coolers he could find.  That is, to say the least, anti-climactic bear behavior.  

Maybe this year, though, I’ll get to see a bear up close as he rips away various pieces of my anatomy, some of which I still use.  

It happened to a hiker a few years ago; it could happen to me.  So considering all of this, why am I sad when I think about the 

decline of top predators on planet earth? 

 

In his book Monster Of God, David Quammen says that future generations will look back at this time and envy us be-

cause we live in a world with lions, tigers, and bears.  They will live in a world of sparrows, squirrels and rats.  Top predators, 

the ones that populate our mythology and fill our minds with fear and respect, are all on the road to extinction.  As we destroy 

more of their habitat to make room for more of us, we reduce their populations until they are no longer healthy, or even viable.  

In our human wisdom, we destroy that which presents the slightest threat to us.  We “improve” the world that God has given 

us.  Human beings improving on the work of God: when you say it like that, it sounds a little scary.  Perhaps such a “safe” 

world will not be an improvement.  After all, when the bears are no longer in the mountains, all you’ll be left with up there is a 

bunch of stupid leaves.  (Originally published in Views From the Pew) 
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Carolyn Lowder — October 3rd 

Deanna Blackburn — October 6th 

Carrie Wallace — October 8th 

Mildred Hurst — October 17th 

Janie Goforth — October 18th 

DeeDee Baker — October 25th 

Jamie Baker — October 31st 


