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Pastor’s  Reflections 

Email Pastor Tracy tlschumpert@gmail.com or call 405-323-4425 to be placed on the weekly 

email list!  Every Monday a vibrant email is sent to everyone sharing ministries, missions and 

events! 

Unwrap the True Meaning with Us This Christmas! 

As I stare at my festive Christmas Starbucks cup on the eve of Thanksgiving, I am re-
minded how quickly we pass from one season to the next without a second thought.  We 
rarely take the  opportunity to soak up the season that we are in at the moment.  The rush 
of collecting food for Thanksgiving or presents for Christmas does not create the space 
needed to truly enjoy friends, family and the meaning of the season.   Patience is a virtue 
because it is difficult for us in a hustle bustle world.  Yet, patience is what Advent is 
asking us to practice.   

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.  It is the be-
ginning of the Christian year.  Advent comes from the Latin word adventus meaning 
“coming” or “visit.”  During the time, we prepare, anticipate, awaiting the coming of 
Christ into the world.  We remember the longing of the Jews for a Messiah and our long-
ing for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation, and a new beginning.   We welcome the 
homecoming of Christ to redeem and renew us! 

I love the song “I’ll be Home for Christmas” by Bing Crosby.  The words are melodious 
and memorable: 

 

I'll be home for Christmas 
You can plan on me 

Please have snow and mistletoe 
And presents on the tree 

Christmas Eve will find me 
Where the lovelight gleams 
I'll be home for Christmas 

If only in my dreams 

  

I invite you to come home to your faith, your church family, to Christ this Advent & 
Christmas!  Our sermon series will ask us to embrace homecoming and to “unwrap” 
something that leads us toward making our hearts open to what Christ’s homecoming 
means to us all.   

mailto:tlschumpert@gmail.com


 

Hanging of  

the Greens 
 

6:00pm 
December 3, 2017  Wingate UMC 

November 1st Mobile Food Pan-

try Data 
Data from Anson Crisis Ministry Director  

Margot Barnes 

Thank you to the 34 volunteers who came to offer a 

hand! 

The following numbers of people were served: 

16 New Families 

143 Total Families 

Ages 0-18: 73 

Ages 19-64: 159 

Age 65+: 56 

Anson Crisis Ministry brought back 1,808 lbs. of un-

distributed food (largely bananas)! Thank you for 

serving in this important ministry! 

https://wordpress.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abdf73d29d5c1af06b7c714b8&id=d81b94396d&e=97bd9083eb


 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 7 PM 

Shepherd's Abiding by Jan Karon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smyrna & Wingate UMC are collecting 
PAPERBACK BOOKS for Prisioners 
at the Wingate Jail.   
 
Place paperbacks in the basket in the 
back of the sanctuary at Smyrna and 
in the container in the Fellowship Hall 
at Wingate.  Give the gift of any pa-
perback book for the library cart at 
Wingate Jail.    

Faith Community 
Health Ministry 

Holiday Gathering  
Tuesday, December 12, 

2017 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Smyrna United Methodist 
Church 
5019 Medlin Road 
Monroe, NC 28112 
Smyrna United Methodist Church has graciously welcomed us to their 

church for our December meeting. Please join us and bring a guest 

(significant other, interested health promoter, pastor, etc.).  

Please RSVP to Stephanie Wilson by Friday, December 8, 2017. Stepha-
nie.r.wilson@carolinashealthcare.org or 704-994-4972 

Sponsored by Carolinas 

HealthCare System 

mailto:Stephanie.r.wilson@carolinashealthcare.org
mailto:Stephanie.r.wilson@carolinashealthcare.org


 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree® is a Prison Fellowship® program that serves incarcerated parents by giving them a pathway to restore and 

strengthen relationships with their children and families. Every Christmas, Angel Tree mobilizes local churches to minis-

ter to hundreds of thousands of children by delivering a gift, the Gospel message, and a personal message of love on 

behalf of their mom or dad behind bars. 

 
Laina Davis, Smyrna’s Community Outreach Coordinator, is offering all those at Smyrna UMC & Wingate UMC the oppor-
tunity to take a angel.  If you wish to take an angel and purchase a clothing item and/or toy, email Laina 
lainaj221@gmail.com.  All gifts for the Angel Tree need to be at the Smyrna or Wingate church by December 6th.   
 
The Angel Tree Christmas party where presents will be given to the children and volunteers can help serve is Sunday, 

CHURCH SECURITY 101 
Sunday December 10th @ 3pm 

Southern Theater & Events Center 

18639 NC Hwy 109, Denton, NC 27239 

 
                                                                               

All Clergy and Laity who are concerned about security and safety at your church don’t miss 
out on this opportunity to examine some very basic security ideas to consider for your house 
of worship. Any churches  who wish to learn more beyond  this entry level session will be able 
to sign up for an onsite visit and evaluation with our guest speaker Mr. Richie Simmons. Mr. 
Simmons is Active Shooter Awareness & Anti-Terrorism Awareness School  trained. He has 
also been trained at the Federal Emergency Management Institute. He has 25 plus years of 

law enforcement experience to back up what he teaches.  For more information and to RSVP 
you may email Larry Furr at lfurr@triadbiz.rr.com or call him at (336)859-4332. Please re-

spond about your attendance by December  5th or if a last minute decision come on down and 
join us.   

mailto:lainaj221@gmail.com?subject=Angel%20Tree&body=Angel%20Tree
mailto:lfurr@triadbiz.rr.com


 

N otes From All Over               

Sunday School Class Christmas Lunch 

Taylor’s Sunday School Class is celebrating the holidays at Mac’s Restaurant on Wednesday, December 6 at 

11:45 for lunch.  We are inviting anyone that would like to join us even if you do not attend a Sunday School 

Class.  Please let Diana Starnes know by December 4th so that she can make reservations.   

Union County Council on Aging Christmas Party 

 The annual COA Christmas party will be  held on Thursday, December 7th at 10:00 at Central United 

Methodist Church.  This is a covered dish luncheon.  Please come and enjoy good food, holiday music, enter-

tainment and door prizes.  Call Council On Aging at 704-292-1797 to make your reservation. 

Cookin’ Up Fun & Fellowship 

In case you  hadn’t really noticed it yet in the “Advent & Christmas 2017” flyer, there are a bunch of oppor-

tunities for cookin’ & eatin’ & having fun at Wingate UMC this month. 

Potluck dinners are scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 6, 13, and 20, all at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  These 

are perfect chances to bring some simple supper fare for sharing, engage in some conversation with friends 

and family, while also participating in a variety of fun activities. 

On Dec. 6th,  getting crafty in creating holiday decorations such as Advent wreaths, Chrismons, and thumb-

print art is on the schedule.  On Dec. 13th, there will be BINGO—Christmas Bingo, that is.  Be sure and in-

vite friends and neighbors because everyone loves Bingo.  On Dec. 20th, just in case you’re feeling a little 

too worn for an actual activity, we’ll just be ogling each other’s Ugly Sweaters.  The best Ugly Sweater wins 

a prize!  And to sweeten the pot for others, please bring a canned food item for Loaves & Fishes. 

A Covered Dish Dinner (the more elegant form of potluck) is planned for Sunday, Dec. 10th following the 

presentation of the “Heaven’s Child” Christmas Cantata at 11 am worship.  This is a perfect time to bring 

your favorite festive dishes.  Rumor has it that Santa will make an appearance at this event. 

So mark your cookbooks and your calendars, phone a friend, and prepare to share the joy of the season! 

Come to the Mic! 

Because we are recording our worship services for podcasting, please come to the microphone if you have 

announcements that are not already in the weekly bulletin. Please speak directly into the mic, so that you will 

be heard in the Sanctuary, and on the recording, so that those who can’t be present in person may know all 

the information shared. Liturgists will be reading bulletin announcements so that those are not missed either.  

So, come to the mic to share! 

For Pet Lovers in Need… 

Friends of the Union Animal Shelter, are sponsoring a Free Rabies Clinic on Friday, Dec. 15 from 10-11 am 

at the Union County shelter at 3340 Presson Rd.  NC State Law requires every dog, cat and ferret over four 

months of age be vaccinated. Please leave all animals in your vehicle, and have your driver’s license availa-

ble. Microchips are also available for donation. 



 

P rayer Ministry               

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Lynn Deason, Eddie Goodman, Charles Riddle,  Kevin Neuberth, Diana 

Starnes, Taylor Byrum, Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister), Luther Johnson (Verma Johnson’s brother),  Lon-

nie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris Wheeler’s sister), Aimee Risch (mother of Vic-

tor Hendrix); Thomas Knight (Denise Henton’s friend), Scott Schumpert (Pastor Tracy’s brother), Natalie 

Wheeler (Doris Wheeler’s granddaughter) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley; Bill Dunlap; Ervin Hamilton; Verma Johnson; Glenda Ohmann; Bucky 

Henton; Matthew Ferguson;  J. B Ashcraft  (Randy Ashcraft’s father); Doris Wheeler; Sam Summers; Wes, 

Alisha & Faith Kilby; Arlene Frye; Ann Barber, Joyce Goodman; Diane Griffith; Kay Knight; Rollin Chan-

nell; Arthur Johnson (Verma’s brother); Keenan Denard (Tonya Johnson’s son) ; Lisa and Daniel Brock (Co-

workers of Kurt Hendrix); Denise Henton, James Killenbec (Linda Ferguson’s uncle); Joy Osborne (Judy Bur-

nette’s sister), Chase Henton, Lola Mikol (Ruth Rowe’s sister), Lucille Mullis 

Homebound: Carrie Wallace, Paul Perkins 

In Assisted Living Facilities:  Vivian Chaney Monroe Square 

College Students:  Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan Helms-Brown (Wingate University), Kyndal Caskey 

(Wingate University) 

Joys &Praises:  Birth of Bryson James on October 2nd to Krista and Stephen Walden. Grandparents are Dee-

Dee and Robert Baker 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Rev. Macklann Basse, Togo, West Africa 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Wingate Grief Group 

Every Monday (Except Christmas Day) Meeting for Lunch at Gino’s Restaurant, 3802 US-74 
Wingate NC, at 1 pm  

Surviving the Holidays Monday, December 11th from 6:30-8:30 pm at Wesley UMC.  Leave 
from Wingate UMC at 5:15 pm. 

During December each Monday, excluding Christ-
mas Day, I (Tracy) will be at Gino’s Restaurant at 1 
pm for lunch with the Grief Group.  If you are una-
ble to make some of the Monday’s, no worries at 
all!  Come when you can!  We will use the book 
“The Truth About Grief: The Myth of Its Five Stag-
es and the New Science of Loss” by Ruth Davis 
Koingsberg recommended by some in our group as 
a context of our discussion. 

Surviving the Holidays 
Surviving the Holidays can be difficult when grieving the loss 
of a loved one.  We plan to go to Grief Share’s Surviving the 
Holidays at Wesley UMC.  We will travel together from the 
church at 5:30 pm. 



 



 

M issions Ministry 

   By the O.O.C. 

Gleaning Ministry—There were no gleaning missions during the month of November 2017.  I do not expect that 

we will have another mission for 2017.  The totals for 2017 will be reported in the newsletter for January 2018.  

In spite of difficult weather conditions over the summer months, our local farmers have been generous as always 

to share what they produced with the needy.  We give our thanks, and we will always pray for their success. 

Loaves and Fishes—Our church has provided 33 items of food to Loaves and Fishes during the month of No-

vember 2017.  The total donations of food and cash will be reported in the newsletter for January 2018.  The re-

quested item for November 2017 was (3) boxes of corn muffin mix.  The requested item for December 2017 is 

one 4-5 lbs bag of sugar.  As always, substitutions are welcome. 

Community Garden—This has been a difficult season for our community garden mainly due to difficult weather 

conditions. (The “Old Coot” was a bit broken down as well - bum knee.)  As weather permits, we will prepare 

the soil for planting next Spring, and I pray that we will have wetter and cooler weather in 2018. 

Raised Garden—As expected, the recent frost has “done in” our pepper plants, but not before they produced 

nice peppers.  Our green leaf vegetables continue to grow, and I expect they will continue until we turn them 

under for Spring planting in 2018.  The soil will be richer in 2018 and the plants should grow well. 

Missions Ministry— Our 9th Annual community Thanksgiving Dinner was without a doubt the best yet.  Based 

on use of our supplies, I believe that we can fix our count at 325 meals served (approximate).  It seems to me 

that the Hall was full from 4-7 P.M., and for the first time, we actually ran out of food.  We did send two fami-

lies home with a complete Thanksgiving Dinner in a tote, thanks to Chris and Georgia Coyle, and we have a 

great start on food for our remaining Holiday Activities. 

I offer my thanks an praise to God, and to the wonderful members of this church who truely came together to 

provide a terrific Thanksgiving Dinner for the Wingate Community. 

W. Bea Colson 

November 24, 2017 

Rev. Tracy Schumpert, 

   I extend to you and the members and special friends of Wingate United Methodist Church who came out to provide that warm 

and Christian gesture of Community fellowship—a heart felt thank you!! 

   The Wednesday afternoon and evening Community Thanksgiving Dinner and fellowship was the ideal neighborly spirit to 

begin this season of giving, thanksgiving, and reaching out to our fellow man. 

   I spent an hour just chatting with folks that I rarely have the opportunity to sit and share a laugh and a family update.  I 

even talked two persons to give up the last nibble off of the leg bone for a new kitten I adopted from the community family of 

cats.  The special home baked cakes and the collards caused block conversations on Friday.  Several persons who live alone were 

blessed by the food and time  to fellowship.  Thank God for each of you. 

                                                                                                                         W. Beatrice Colson  



 

L ay Leader Letter               

Sharing the Season of Giving… 

As we enter Advent and a time that many consider the season of giving, there are many causes 

and organizations seeking your contributions.  It can be difficult to choose from among the mul-

titude of opportunities, especially for congregations such as ours, which is full of folks whose 

hearts are loving and generous.  Our Missions Ministry does make annual disbursements on be-

half of our church to several groups (in addition to the monthly offerings recorded in Mr. 

Ervin’s mission reports).  But many among our church family and associates have personal or 

special projects that would welcome your support.  Here are a few that have recently been 

brought forward: 

Union County Animal Shelter—Matt Ferguson has created a personal project of collecting 

items the shelter needs, and is requesting donations by Dec. 13.  Items needed include food for 

cats & kittens, dogs & puppies, collars, leashes, brushes & combs, toys for cats & dogs, treats, 

towels, paper towels, Dawn dish detergent (blue), Clorox wipes, Clorox, cat litter, hand sanitiz-

er, and anything else related to pets.  Anything received that cannot be used right at the shelter 

may be given to clients to help with their adopted pets. Look for a Matt’s collection spot in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Next Door, Council on Aging—Diana Starnes shared COA’s special project request to create 

a place to offer relief for caregivers of Alzheimer’s, dementia, and memory loss patients.  One 

in seven North Carolinians over the age of 65 are affected by these conditions, and Union 

County has the highest death rate in the state from Alzheimer’s (the most common memory loss 

condition, which is the 5th leading cause of death in NC).  Next Door is the name of the place 

COA is establishing to offer respite for those who are offering 24-7 care.  Whether you can pur-

chase items, share your skills, or provide a monetary donation, all are needed for this project. A 

complete list of requests for this project may be found on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

Paperbacks for Prisoners—Laina Davis, Smyrna UMC Community Outreach Coordina-

tor, is collecting paperback books which will be given to the Union County Jail’s library carts. 

These books may be new or used. You may place donations in the designated box in the Fel-

lowship Hall. For further information or help, contact Laina at lainaj221@gmail.com . 

Though no special projects (that I’ve heard of recently) are ongoing, here are two other non-

profits  our church has close ties with:  Emily’s Team/Cystic Fibrosis Foundation—The 

Lawrence Family; and Serenity, Courage and Wisdom, Inc. –Keisha Carter, Tanya and 

Verma Johnson’s daughter, who provides help and education for those who deal with cervical 

cancer.  Both of these have ongoing fundraising efforts for worthy causes. 

I encourage you to talk with each other about the things the Holy Spirit has drawn your heart to 

support, so we can uphold each other and embody what our United Methodist Handbook says, 

“Together, we do more.” 

-Susan Hendrix 



 

       Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

 December Donations Requested:  

One (1) 4-5lb.Bag of Sugar 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

                      Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         Wingate United Methodist Women’s Group    

The Wingate UM Men meet for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth Sunday, at 

8:00am.  See you in the new year! 

Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat Byrum by the Friday prior 

to the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in honor or memory of a person or event please in-

form Pat at that time so that proper notation can be made in the bulletin. 

All women are invited to join the UMW for our next meeting.  That meeting will 

be our Christmas dinner gathering on December 14th.  Site is to be announced. 

Electronic Giving  
 
Everything we have belongs to God and we are simply managing those resources here 
on earth. Through our tithes and offerings, we demonstrate in a tangible way our love 
for God and our neighbors.  We are excited to share with you an additional way to give 
to the ministry of the church at Wingate UMC!  Use the convenient GivePlus Mo-
bile app or go the Wingate UMC Website.  Thank you and all givers for your contin-
ued generosity to God's mission! 



 

Views From A Loft (The Choir Loft, That Is) 

By Kurt Hendrix 

 I heard a voice crying, “In the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord.  Make straight, in the desert, a highway for our 
God.  Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain shall be made low: the uneven ground shall become level and the 
rough places become a plain.  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.” 

 This have I heard and am bidden by God to speak it unto you.  I am called Isaiah, the man, who am sometimes, Isaiah, 
mouth of God, for His words do I speak as a prophet called by Him.  When I heard the call of God to speak His word to His 
people, I felt myself an unworthy vessel.  Who was I to receive the word and speak it for the Creator of the Universe?  But God 
prepared me for His service by cleansing my mouth; by forgiving my sins.  God called me and prepared me that I might be His 
messenger in the midst of a sinful and troubled time. 

 God has always communicated with humanity: through words, visions, and occasionally by unusual, even unnatural 
events.  You have all heard of the vision of the valley of dry bones that was given to Ezekiel and the burning bush, the bush that 
flamed, but was not consumed by the flame that He used to attract the attention of Moses.  God speaks.  Message after message 
He gives to His people through His prophets, but, we are all too often slow to listen and even slower to obey. 

 Sometimes God speaks warnings and judgment.  He once had me say this to the children of Israel: ‘These are rebellious 
people, deceitful children, children unwilling to listen to the Lord’s instruction.  They say to the seers, “See no more visions!” 
and to the prophets, “Give us no more visions of what is right!  Tell us pleasant things; prophesy illusions.  Leave this way, get 
off this path, and stop confronting us with the Holy One of Israel!” 

 Therefore, this is what the Holy One of Israel says: “Because you have rejected this message, relied on oppression 
and depended upon deceit, this sin will become for you like a high wall, cracked and bulging, that collapses suddenly, in an in-
stant.  It will break in pieces like pottery, shattered so mercilessly that among it pieces not one fragment will be found that will 
even do such service as taking coals from the hearth or scooping water from a cistern.” 

God spoke many such words of warning in my day.  At other times, however, He shares His joy or nurtures His people 
with words of comfort.  The greatest of those messages is one of the hope in the coming of salvation-- a plan to rescue His peo-
ple by sending One who would be a redeemer to raise up His people; a plan for the coming of a Messiah who would bring peace 
to all the people of the world. 

Listen—be still and listen to the word of God given through His prophet: 

“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God.  So I say to you, “Arise! Shine! Your Light has come and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you.  Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your rising.  The sun shall no long-
er be your light by day nor the moon give light to you by night.  The Lord will be your everlasting light: your God will be your 
glory.  Your sun shall never more go down nor your moon withdraw itself: the Lord will be your everlasting light and your days 
of grief shall be ended. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse: a branch shall grow of his roots.  And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit of council and might; the Spirit of knowledge and fear of 
the Lord.  With righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.  In that day, the root of 
Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the people: Him shall the nations seek. 

Then, the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall lie down with the kid.  The calf and the lion shall dwell 
together and a little child shall lead them.  They shall not hurt or destroy any in all my holy mountain and the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.   

And how shall you know this redeemer? 

The Lord Himself shall give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call his name 
Immanuel. 

This mighty redeemer from God shall proclaim a message of Good News to all people.  He shall know His mission: He 
shall say of himself, ”The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me because the Lord has anointed me to preach Good News to the 
poor.  He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives, and release from darkness for the 
prisoners; to proclaim the Year of the Lord’s Favor.”   

He is coming.  I have heard the voice crying -- Prepare!  Prepare a way in the wilderness of our hearts; make straight a 
highway in the desert of our souls.  Our redeemer comes! 

They who have ears, let them hear the Word of the Lord. 

This scripture is from the Book of Isaiah, 7:14; 11:1-10; 30:9-14; 40:1-11, 60:1-3; 60:19-22; and 61:1-3.  



 

Craven E. Walden — December 1st 

Sheila Stewart — December 2nd 

Judy Burnette — December 6th 

Bill Dunlap — December 8th 

Richard McKeown — December 8th 

Nikki Henton — December 11th 

Donnie Lawrence — December 11th 

Lorie Garmon — December 24th 

Joshua ben Joseph — December 25th 

Matthew Ashcraft — December 26th 

Jonathan Helms — December 26th 

Denise Henton — December  27th 

Ruth Rowe — December 28th 

Patricia Byrum — December 29th 


