
 

June 2018 
Volume XIII, Issue VI 

Wingate United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 396 

Wingate, NC 28174 

Tracy Schumpert, Pastor 

Pastor’s  Reflections 

Ever So Faithful 

A number of pioneering people in 1999 at Greenland Hills UMC in Dallas, TX, where I had worked as an Administra-
tive Assistant while attending seminary, came together for a nine week study discussing a controversial topic that is still 
one today in the United Methodist Church.  An average of 50 people sat around tables with food each Sunday and dis-
cussed with love and compassion about everything from theories on the origin of homosexuality, to the varied biblical 
interpretations concerning homosexuality, to the United Methodist movements pertaining to this topic, to how other 
faith communities are struggling with this topic and then finally, to our own struggle to live in the midst of a community 
where our diverse political, theological, and biblical perspectives merge into a beautiful yet challenging oh so faithful 
church of Jesus Christ. 

There were moments when the heart of the group was not peaceful, when a member of the group felt as if he or she was 
on the outside looking in, when voices rose slightly and tears glistened in one’s eyes.  There were times when the pain 
was palatable.  There were those who wished the voices were even more diverse each Sunday night.  Some felt pushed 
to the edge.  Some struggled to come each Sunday night feeling frustrated that they were unable to reach consen-
sus.  One or two wondered if this exercise was futile. 

Mostly however, there were benedictions of peace that rocked the world and set it right side up.  Those were the mo-
ments when pain was not always understood but acknowledged, when members stood side by side even in disagree-
ment, when the group was in one accord with regard to loving each other and remaining connected to each other no mat-
ter how difficult it became. 

The group agreed to continue to care for one another, to share what they learned with other members of the church, to 
pursue dialogue with the church and keep the communication open, to remain faithful to loving each other in the midst 
of disagreement, to continue to be open to the Holy Spirit and where the spirit leads, to work in the neighborhood to 
which God had called us into ministry.  We acknowledged that we would not be perfect in our loving, that we would 
make mistakes as we sought to serve and honor each other in our service to God, but that the grace at the table is real 
and forgiveness is always available.  As we broke the bread and shared the cup the last night, perhaps we all knew with 
greater wisdom and faith what it truly means to sacrifice one’s life for a brother and sister in faith and what it means to 
truly share the common cup of love.  Unity was made real, not by all agreeing, but by seeking the amazing and bound-
less love of Jesus Christ together.   

We will read and hear much in the coming months regarding this controversial topic in the United Methodist Church.  I 
pray that just as I saw a group come together in 1999 to wrestle with this together with care seeking unity that I can see 
this again in 2018.  Please feel free to come to me if you have any questions about the Way Forward and I encourage 
you also to go to https://www.wnccumc.org/healthyconversationsresources.   

Thank you Smyrna/Wingate UMC for being faithful witnesses of Christ’s love when we wrestle with deep topics and 
seek a way to minister to all God’s people.   

 
Peace, Tracy 

Email Pastor Tracy tlschumpert@gmail.com or call 405-323-4425 to be placed on the weekly email list!  Eve-

ry Monday, a vibrant email is sent to everyone sharing ministries, missions and events! 

https://www.wnccumc.org/healthyconversationsresources
mailto:tlschumpert@gmail.com


 

Angel in Need of a Makeover! 

The angel that looks over our Aquaponics & Community Gar-
den near the Fellowship Hall needs a makeover!  Are you a 
painter?  Are you thinking how can I use my creative talents 
in the church?  Here is your chance!  If you are interested in 
giving our angel an upgraded look, please let Pastor Tracy 
know.   

The Gardens, They Are a Growin’ 

The Aquaponics garden started out as an outreach with fresh food and 
a vision to create a co-op through a grant from the Duke Endow-
ment.  The people of Wingate UMC graciously provided a place for 
the garden and is the only church which pursued an Aquaponics sys-
tem.  Wingate UMC’s faithful Ervin Hamilton learned, tried and tested 
growing plants in the system.  It began as an experiment in providing a 
food source for our community and has grown into pure joy! 

Who knew that this garden would create an avenue for partnership and 
relationship with Wingate University?  Who guessed that Heart for 

Monroe partner-
ing with both 
Wingate Univer-
sity and Smyrna/
Wingate UMC 
would help build 
a pergola and 
distribute the 
food from the 
garden to those 
in need?  Who 
imagined that we would be part of One Day One Dog thanks 
to Dr. Catherine Wright?  Who predicted that Smyrna/Wingate 
would receive a grant from Resourceful Communities to re-
cruit interns and staff?  I know who – God!  God works in 
mysterious and mighty ways.  God can turn a garden into pure 
joy!   

Other gardens are blooming as well!  The community garden 
on Stewart Street is ready for everyone to dig in the soil and experience God’s graciousness as the plants grow.  Feel 
free to pull weeds, water, or see Ervin for a satisfying task.  The smaller garden near the Fellowship Hall is a mis-
sion project for the Girl Scouts.  When we work together we experience pure joy! 

Pentecost is when the Christian church commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others 
assembled in Jerusalem. It marks the beginning of the Christian church and the proclamation of its message 
throughout the world.  The Holy Spirt is at work at Smyrna/Wingate UMC through the message of our garden and 
food ministry.  Everyone understands food.  Everyone needs food – spiritual and physical.  Food breaks barriers and 
builds community!  I pray we continue to open our eyes and hearts to the those missions and ministries that turn into 
pure joy and share the love of God with others! 

 

Peace, Tracy 



 

The end of May and June sermon series at Smyrna UMC & Wingate UMC is called the “The Forgotten God” based 
on the book by Francis Chan.  The Holy Spirit is often the most neglected, forgotten and misunderstood part of the 
Holy Trinity. This series will look at the Holy Spirit’s role in our lives. 
 
May 27, 2018 

I’ve Got Jesus.  Why Do I Need the Spirit 
Galatians 5:22-25 

 
June 3, 2018 

What Are You Afraid Of? 
Romans 8:15-17 
 
June 10, 2018 

Why Do You Want Him? 
1 Corinthians 12 
 
June 17, 2018 

A Real Relationship 
Galatians 4:6-7 
 
June 24, 2018 

Supernatural Church 
Romans 15:13 



 

Duke Divinity Intern through the Duke Endowment 

Darwin Perry 

Through the generosity of the Rural Church Division of the Duke Endow-

ment, based in Charlotte, Darwin Perry joins us in Mid-Mayas a place-

ment in our Endowment-eligible church. Darwin will be joining Duke 

Divinity school as a graduate student this upcoming fall. He currently 

holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy and African American Studies 

from Grand Valley State University. His areas of research interest are 

Prison reform and Church in community engagement. Darwin’s current 

research explores the lineage of mass incarceration withal its social, polit-

ical, and racial ramifications for people of color. His research has led him 

to publish multiple articles and present at various professional and schol-

arly conferences. He is currently working with Dr. Dwayne Tunstall for an upcoming publication focused on 

the interrelationship between prison-life and recidivism.  Before joining Duke Divinity School, Darwin 

worked on collegiate policy reforms as a student senator and started a campus ministry entitled The Bridge. 

Darwin enjoys spending time outdoors. His favorite hobbies include playing golf and taking long walks on the 

beach.    

Wingate University Intern 

Gabrielle (Gabby) Dina Fleurisma 

My name is Gabrielle Dina Fleurisma. I was born and raised in Chris-
tian family in Haiti with two wonderful parents and three incredible 
siblings. I am the second child of four. I am currently attending Win-
gate University studying finance and minoring in accounting. I would 
love to use my finance skills to help others be self sustainable through 
entrepreneurship. I love the Lord, education, my family, and food. I 
also enjoy working out, reading, and  traveling. The one thing that 
keeps me awake at night is my thought about the things I should do to 
leave the world a better place for next generation.  

 

Bye, Bye Katie, Katie Goodbye 

We offer blessings to Katie Edwards, our first College Coordinator who has 
found a full-time position after graduating in May.  We wish her the very best 
in her new job!  We are thankful for the time God gave us to spend with Katie 
and the many gifts she shared with us!  We will be looking for another Col-
lege Coordinator to finish out the summer.  If you are aware of any Wingate 
University student who is interested, please have them contact Pastor Tracy. 



 

M issions Ministry 

   By the O.O.C. 
Gleaning Ministry—There were no gleaning missions during the month of May 2018.  Our gleaning van is still 

providing support to our Community Garden by transporting water and equipment to the garden daily.  Our 

gleaning missions will most likely start this month. 

Loaves and Fishes—Our church provided 62 items of food to Loaves and Fishes during the month of May 2018.  

The requested item for May 2018 was (3) 5 oz. cans of tuna.  The Requested item for June 2018 is one tin of 

canned meat (Spam, Treet).  As always substitutions are welcome. 

Community Garden—An old problem has returned to plague our garden.  A pack of deer has been doing much 

damage to our plants.  We plan to erect a fence around the garden to keep them out.  Our students have volun-

teered to help, but I believe that we will also need the help of our United Methodist Men’s Club.  I will provide 

specific information when we acquire the needed materials. 

Raised Garden—Mrs. Ruth Rowe and the girls of Scout Troop 267 have planted the Raised Garden, and all 

plants are doing well. 

Outreach Team—Our Outreach Team is now fully engaged with students from Wingate University to run the 

Aquaponics Garden.  We have provided some of the initial harvest to nearby residents her in Wingate.  Looking 

ahead, the students plan to operate “Pop-Up” markets at select locations in the community, and make contact 

with low income residents for distribution of fresh vegetables. 

Missions Ministry—During this period, we have helped one single parent with a $50.00 grant for food and 

emergency expenses. 



 

TUESDAY, June 19, 2018 

Prairie Fires: The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder 
By Caroline Fraser 

M
usic, Games, Sports, Bible Stories, 

Kona Ice Snow Cones and MORE! 

Welcome all children ages 4-13 

July 14th, 2018   8:30 am – 12 pm 

July 15th, 2018   10 am – 11 am 

VBS Worship July 15th, 2018 at 11 am! 
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Thank you to Taylor Byrum, Jim Burnette, Philip Martelli and all the trustees for sprucing up and making safe our 
playground. Pictured taking a break from the wonderful work on the playground.  

Service Opportunities with Heart for Monroe 

One of our community partners in mission is Heart for Monroe.  Through that organization, the Smyrna-Wingate 

Charge has the opportunity to offer the helping hands of Christ in areas beyond our church grounds. Here are some 

of the events and projects that Heart of Monroe will be offering in the month of June: 

-Backyard Bible Club on The Hill (located at 700 Charles St., Monroe, near the corner of Maurice St and E 

Green St.) offers a program of music, games, snacks, and Bible lessons from 5:30-7:45pm on Thursday evenings.  

So far, openings for churches to help are June 21st and 28th. (Also July 5, 12, 19, and 26.) For more details, con-

tact Ruby Coffey at 704-219-0123. 

-Gathering @ The Hill, a monthly event, is held the 3rd Saturday of each month.  On June 16th, the event begins 

at 5pm with Prayer Walk, Set-up, and Playtime with Kids; 5:30pm—music, food and Message of Hope; 6:30pm—

breakdown and clean-up. 

-The Closet Shopping Days—June 19, 10-11:30am, volunteers are need to help sort clothes, assist shoppers, 

manage the check-out area or pray with individuals and families as they leave. Volunteers should arrive by 

9:30am.  Closet Sorting Days are to help sort, size and tag clothes, and are every Tuesday from 9:30am-1pm, and 

every 2nd and 4th Thursday from 6:30-8:30pm.  The Closet is at 104 S. Haynes Street, Monroe. 

-Wingate University & Downtown Monroe Gardens need volunteers for weeding, watering, harvesting and de-

livering produce. 

-Home Again Move-In Days—In partnership with the Union county Community Shelter, every two weeks (dates 

and times flexible) families and individuals are moved from the shelter and help is needed to move furniture and 

household items, set-up, and make-up new beds. 

For all opportunities this summer, please see the flyer on the bulletin board across from the nursery. 



 

P rayer Ministry               

Continual Need:  Emily Lawrence, Lynn Deason, Eddie Goodman, Charles Riddle,  Kevin Neuberth, Diana Starnes, 

Taylor Byrum, Polly Mohr (Sue Channell’s sister),  Lonnie Whitley (Carrie Wallace’s brother), Martha Burgess (Doris 

Wheeler’s sister), Aimee Risch (mother of Victor Hendrix); Thomas Knight (Denise Henton’s friend), Scott Schumpert 

(Pastor Tracy’s brother), Natalie Wheeler (Doris Wheeler’s granddaughter), Patricia Garmon (Patrick’s mother) 

Current Need: Molly Bentley; Bill Dunlap; Ervin Hamilton; Verma Johnson; Glenda Ohmann; Bucky Henton; Mat-

thew Ferguson;  J. B Ashcraft  (Randy Ashcraft’s father); Doris Wheeler; Sam Summers; Wes, Alisha & Faith Kilby; 

Arlene Frye; Ann Barber, Joyce Goodman; Diane Griffith; Kay Knight; Rollin Channell; Arthur Johnson (Verma’s 

brother); Keenan Denard (Tonya Johnson’s son) ; Daniel Brock (Co-worker of Kurt Hendrix); Denise Henton, Joy Os-

borne (Judy Burnette’s sister), Chase Henton, Lola Mikol (Ruth Rowe’s sister), Lucille Mullis (extended family of Kurt 

& Susan Hendrix), Eleanor Holford (Molly Bentley’s family), Jack Pennell (Molly Bentley’s Family), Kathleen Kitchen 

(Molly Bentley’s Family), Carol Ferguson, Leslie Walden,  Gina and David Scheller, Kathy Rossnell (Eleanor Holford 

daughter—arteriosclerosis) 

Homebound: Carrie Wallace, Paul Perkins 

In Skilled Nursing Facilities:  Vivian Chaney Brookdale 

College Students:  Douglas Lawrence (UNCC), Jonathan Helms-Brown (Wingate University), Kyndal Caskey 

(Wingate University) 

Missionaries: Rev. Umba Kalangwa, Tanzania, East Africa; Rev. Macklann Basse, Togo, West Africa 

Always: Our World, Our Nation, Our Community, Our Church 

Free Education Available Year Round at Sunday School 

Offered each Sunday from 10-10:45am, a variety of Sunday School classes meet in the Educational Building at  

Wingate UMC.  The most active currently are the adult classes, which are: 

   - Pairs & Spares, taught by Taylor Byrum, which meets in the Choir Room (Rm 5). Course material is the quar-

terly United Methodist Adult Bible Studies, given in a lecture-style format. In addition, class members spend some 

time sharing joys & concerns and praying for each other.   

   -Second Chances, led by Pat Byrum, which meets in the Miriam Braswell Room (Rm 3).  These classes are inter-

active,  in which students may ask or answer questions, and discussion is encouraged.  Subject matter for classes 

varies  between books of the Bible and books by Bible scholars and pastors. 

   -The Heavenly Group, meets upstairs in  Rm. 8, and is facilitated by Bucky Henton. This class is tailored for the 

Stewart Street Home and their friends and associates, and lessons include crafts and sharing prayer concerns. 

Children and youth classes are currently covered as needed by Denise Henton, with help from Linda Ferguson and 

Susan Hendrix, and classes meet upstairs in the old kitchen (Rm. 6). 

WNCC Annual Conference 2018 

The 2018 Annual Conference of the Western North Carolina Conference (WNCC) will be held at Lake Junaluska 

June 21-24th.  The theme this year is “Go...and Teach Them” based on Matthew 28:16-20.  Bishop Paul Leeland 

says that John Wesley’s questions: “What are we to teach?  How are we to teach? What are we to do?” will be con-

sidered by speakers at the event.  Linda Ferguson will attend as Lay Delegate for the Smyrna-Wingate Charge, and 

Susan Hendrix will attend as a Uwharrie District Lay Delegate At-Large. 



 

Bridge to Recovery:  A Way There from Here… 

As I mentioned when I spoke to the Wingate UMC congregation on Pentecost Sunday, I was blessed 

to have recently attended a training event provided by Bridge to Recovery (BTR), and was so im-

pressed with what I learned that I just cannot keep from sharing it with my church family. 

Perhaps, some of you already know about this faith based ministry, available in our Uwharrie District, 

with one house as close as Stafford St. in Monroe.  It was started, in part, by a retired United Method-

ist pastor, Rev. Jim Allred, who still serves on the board of BTR. It provides free, short term, Chris-

tian-based, sober houses for men and women seeking placement at long term treatment facilities.  

BTR has a 24/7 helpline with transportation provided. As an addiction resource center, it has certified 

and licensed counselors, houses for both men and women, treatment options and intervention, along 

with spiritual renewal activities.  But, until I attended the class, I didn’t really understand the im-

portance of its “bridge” aspect. 

During the morning’s session, we heard from pastors and counselors, as well as clients whose lives 

had been recovered and renewed through what BTR offers.  And what is offered is that very im-

portant bridge that comes between the brave admission that, “I need help”, and treatment that brings 

freedom from alcohol and drug addiction. 

“Addiction, depression and suicide often go hand in hand and the opportunity for intervention is usu-

ally brief. Despondence can run so deep that the individuals give up quickly if help is not immediate.  

Individuals truly seeking sobriety are often lost along the way due to lack of available services and 

difficulty accessing the services that do exist. BTR removes the barriers and thus forms a “bridge” to 

recovery for individuals who desperately want help.” (from the BTR brochure) 

No one is turned away from BTR.  This is especially important when you hear that clients (and their 

families) in crisis may call as many as 35 different treatment facilities across the state only to be told 

that there is no room for them.  BTR provides that important “safe” place for them to be until there is 

room. 

About 1500 people have been helped by this “bridge” since it’s first house opened in 2011. The house 

for women opened in 2014. BTR also has 3 full time employees and 4 autos, yet 90% of donations go 

to direct care (BTR does not use medications). Yet in partnering with  faith communities, the support 

BTR seeks to continue it’s ministries is not just monetary.  They welcome meals provided by church 

groups, or yard and garden help at the residences.  Support can also come in the form of educating 

communities about what help is available, as well as helping to find ways to cure the stigma and neg-

ative responses given to those that deal with the issue of addiction. 

As a way for our church to move from just wanting to help mental health ministries such as BTR of-

fers to actually offering support, may I suggest participation in the Stigma Stomp walk on Saturday, 

June 23, 8 am in Belk-Tonawanda Park in Monroe as a step in the right direction? More details are 

available on the Stigma Stomp flyer on the community activity bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  

This event could be a bridge that not only takes the unaware to a place of revelation, but also takes 

those who struggle with shame and embarrassment to the place where love and compassion can be 

found among the followers of Christ.   

                                                                                                                            -Susan Hendrix 



 

       Loaves and Fishes Ministry        

    June Donations Requested:  

One (1) Tin of Canned Meat (Spam, Treet, Etc.) 

As always, substitutions are welcome. 

                      Wingate United Methodist Men’s Breakfast     

 

         Wingate United Methodist Women’s Group    

The Wingate UM Men meet for breakfast once a quarter, on the fourth Sunday, at 8am.  

Their next meeting is on Sunday, July 22nd.  

Flowers for Worship 

If you would like to place flowers in the church for worship, please contact Pat Byrum by the Friday prior 

to the date you wish to place them.  If the flowers are in honor or memory of a person or event please in-

form Pat at that time so that proper notation can be made in the bulletin. 

Info for Bulletin or Newsletter 

Please give information for both the bulletin and the newsletter, in writing, to Susan or Kurt Hendrix or 

send it to Kurt at khendrix@hendrixbusiness.com.  The deadlines for publication are NO LATER THAN 

NOON THURSDAY each week. 

 
Wingate United Methodist Women will continue to meet quarterly this year. The next  

meeting will be on June 3rd.  



 

Georgia Coyle — June 1st 

Afton Ross — June 3rd 

June Helms — June 27th 



 

How Can I Keep From Singing? 
 

In troublesome times, we can forget 

To hear the church bells ringing. 

Through God’s own plan, our needs are met; 

How can I keep from singing? 

In city sprawl and in forests wide, 

I see wonders of God’s bringing. 

And when I think that I am His child, 

How can I keep from singing? 

 

When worldly cares my life demand; 

Trouble and fear, my heart are wringing; 

In the dark I take my Savior’s hand. 

How can I keep from singing? 

God sent to us His only son, 

And through us, His spirit’s winging; 

Our God the great, the Three-in-One: 

How can I keep from singing? 

 

When my life is done on this earthly plane; 

And to my grave, they’re my body bringing; 

I’m past all worldly cares and pain: 

How can I keep from singing? 

So be not sad, nor cry for me, 

Though you hear my death knell ringing. 

When I sit down at my Father’s knee, 

How can I keep from singing? 

No, I shall not keep from singing! 

 

Lyrics: Kurt Hendrix 

Arrangement by: Susan Hendrix 

Music: Old Shaker Hymn 


